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. Fundamentals of the Game (Rules 14)

Rule 1 z The Game, Player Conduct and the Rules
Purpose Rule Iintroduces these central principles of the game for the player:
U Play the course as you find it and play the ball as it lies
U Play by the Rules and in the spirit of the game
U You are responsible for applying your own penalties if you breach a Rule, so that you

camot gain any potential advantage over your opponent in match play or other
players in stroke play.

1.1 The Game of Golf

Golf is played in eoundof 18 (or fewer) holes on @urseby striking a ball with a club.

Each hole starts with strokefrom the teeingareaand ends when the bai$ holed on the
putting green(or when the Rules otherwise say the hole is completed)

Foreachstroke the player:
1 Plays thecourseas he or she finds it, and
1 Plays the ball as it lies.

Butthere are exceptions where the Rules allow the player to alter conditions oodheseand
require orallow the player to play the ball from a different place than where it lies.

1.2 Standards of Player Conduct

a. Conduct Expected of All Players
Allplayers are expected to play in the spirit of the game by:

f. Acting with integrityc for example, by following the Rules, applying all penalties,
and being honesih all aspects of play

1 Showing consideration to othersfor example, by playing at a prompéace, looking
out for the safety of others, and not distracting the play of another player.

i Taking good care of theburseg for example, by replacing divots, smoothing
bunkers repairing balimarks, and not causing unnecessary damage tacthase

Thee is no penaltynder the Rules$or failing to act in this wayexceptthat the Committee
may disqualify a playdor acting contrary to the spirit of the gamé it finds thatthe player
has committedserious misconduct

Penalties other thamlisqualification may be imposed for player misconduct only if those
penalties are adopted as part of a Code of Conduct under Rule 1.2b.


http://www.usga.org/Rule-Books/Rules-of-Golf/Definitions/#Teeing-Ground
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b. Code of Conduct

TheCommitteemay set its own standards of player conduct in a Code of Conduct adopted
as a Local Rule.

1 The Code may include penalties for breach of its standards, such asséroke
penalty or thegeneral penalty

1 TheCommitteemay also disqualify a player for serious misconduct in failing to meet
UuKS / 2RSQa aul yRINRao®

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection__ (explaining the standards of player conduct that
may be adopted).

1.3 Playing by the Rules
& aS| yAy ITertndof the Caozip&itiod T
¢KS awdzZ Sa¢ YSIyay
1 Rules 124 and the Definitions itthese Rules of Golf, and
T tye a[ 2 Ol CommittHeaSl@pts forlthié Sompetition or theourse
tfF@SNR FNBE fa2 NBaLPeyhmsAD { BKSF 2/N2 YOBSLI BMAHVAE 4
the Committeg(such as entry requirements, the form and dates of play, the number of

roundsand the number and order of holes ir@und).

See Committee ProcedureSection_ and Section _ (Local Rules and full set of
authorized Model Local Rule§ection__ (Termsof the Competition)

b. Applying the Rules

(1) PlayerResponsibilityor Applyingthe RulesPlayers are responsible for applying the
Rulesto themselves

1 Players arexpected to recognize when they have breached a Rule and to be honest
in applying their own penalties.

0 If a playeiknows that he or she hdweachal a Rulethat involves genaltyand
deliberatelyfails to applythe penalty, the playeis disqualified.

U If two or more players deliberately agree to ignore &uleor penaltythey
know appliesand they have started theound, they aredisqualified(even if they
have not yet acted on the agreemgnt

1 When it is necessary to decide questions of fagilayer is responsible for
consideringnhot onlyhis or her own knowledge of the fadtsit alsoall other
information that isreasonablyavailable

1 Aplayer may askor help with the Rules from gefereeor the Committee but if help

is not availablen a reasonable timéhe player must play on and raise the issue with
arefereeor the Committeewhen they become availablsee Rule 20.1).

2
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(2! OO0SLIi A yaaw § I & BYSINGXES WdzR I Y Sy i é When/ApByBidh& N A y A Y
Rules

1 Many Rules requira playerto determine a spot, point, line, area or other location
under the Rules, such as:

U Estimating where a ball last crossed the edge péaalty area
U Estimating or measuring whetroppingor placing a ball in taking relief, or
U Replacinga ball onits original spot (whether the spot kvownor estimated.

1 Such determinationabout locationneed to be made promptly and with care but
often cannot be precise.

1 Solong as the player does what can be reasonably expected underthe =~ = =
OANDdzyaiulyoSa uz2 YIS Iy |0O0dz2NX¥ S RSUSN)YA
will be accepteckvenif, after the strokeis made,the determinationis shown to be
wrong byvideo evidence oother information

1 Ifa player becomes aware afwrong determinatiorbefore thestrokeis made it
must be corrected (see Rule 14.5).

c. Penalties

(1) Actions Giving Rise RenaltiesA penalty appliesvhen a breach of a Rule results fran
LJ | eo®r\eEXiédns or the actions dfis or hercaddie(see Rule 10.3c)

A penaltyalsoappieswhen:

1 Another person.takean action that would breach the Rules if taken by the player or
caddieand that persondoessb U U KS LJX I € SN&a NBIljdzSau 2N ¢
LX I € SN &orl dzi K2 NA U &

__Theplayer seesnother person about to takanactionO2 Y OSNY Ay 3 (G KS LIX |
or equipmentthat he or she knows would breach the Rules if taken by the player or
caddieand does not take reasonable steps to object or stop it from happening

(2) Levels of Penaltie®enalties are meant to cancel out gmytential advantage to the
player. There are three main penalty levels:

1 OneSitroke PenaltyThis penalty applies in bothatch playandstroke playunder
certain Rules where either (a) the potential advantage from a breach is minor or (b)
a player takepenaltyrelief by playing a ball frora different placeghan where the
original ballies.

1 General Penalty (Loss of Hole in Match Play-Jtake Penalty in Stroke Playhis
penalty applies for a breach of most Rules, where the potential advantageres mo
significant than where only one penalty stroke applies.

1 DisqualificationIn bothmatch playandstroke play a player may be disqualified
from the competition for certain actions or Rule breaches involving serious
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misconduct(see Rule 1.2)r where the potential advantage is too significant for the
playeQa aO2NBE uZalidS O2yaARSNBR

(3)No Discretion to Vary Penaltidenalties need to be applied only as provided in the
Rules

1 Nether a player nor th&Committeehas authority to aply penalties in a different
way, and

1 A wrong application of a penalty or a failure to apply a penalty may stand oniy if
too late to correct it (see Ru0.1b(2)(4), 20.2d and 20.28.

In match play the player andopponentmay agreéhow to decidea Rules issuso long as
they do not deliberately agree to apply the Rules in the wrong way (see Rule 20.1b(1)).

(4) Applying Penalties to Multiple Breachwghe Rulesif aplayer breackesmultiple Rules
or the same Rule multiple times before mtervening event happen@uch as making a
strokeor becoming aware of the breaghhe penalty that applieslepends on what the
player did:

1 When Breaches Resulted from Unrelated AEke player gets a separate penalty for
each breach.

1 When BreacbsResulted from a Single Act or Related Attee player gets only one
penalty;but if the act or acts breached multiple Rules involving different penalties,
the higherlevel penaltyapplies.For example:

0 Multiple ProceduraBreachesif a playeR2 a  dait grfelated actdreach more
than one of theproceduial requirementdor marking lifting, cleaningdropping
replacingor placinga ball where the penalty is one stroke, such as both lifting a
ball withoutmarkingits spot and cleaning the lifted ball when not allowed, the
playergetsone penalty stroke in total.

U Playingincorrectly Substitd Ball from a Wrong Placénstroke play if a player
plays asubstituted ball when not allowed in breach of Rule 6.3b aisbplays
that ball from awrong placen breach of Rule 14.7a, the player get® penalty
strokes in total

i Combined Procedural and Substitution/Wrong Place Breatissoke play if a
playelQ a eiaktyridlated actbreach one or mor@roceduralrequirements
where the penalty is one stroke amdso breactone or both of the Rules against
playing anncorrecty substituied balland playing from avrong place the player
getstwo penalty strokes in total

But any penalty strokes a player gets for taking penalty relief (suehcaestroke penalty
under Rules 17.1, 18.1 and 19.2) atwaysapplied in addition to any other penalties.



New Rulesof Golf for 2019

Rule 2 z The Course

Purpose Rule 2 introduces the basic things every player should know abocotinge

U There are five defined areas of the course, and
U There are several types of defined objects and conditions that can interfere with play.
It is important to know the areaf the coursavhere the ball lies and the status of any

interfering objects and conditions, becaukey often affect theLJt | égftibidR #r playing
the ball or taking relief.

2.1 Course Boundaries and Out of Bounds

Golf is played on eoursewhose boundaries are set by ti@mmittee Areas not on theourse
areout of bounds

2.2 Defined Areas of the Course
There are fivareas ofthe course
a. The General Area

Thegeneral areacovers the entirecourseexceptfor the four specifiareas ofthe course
described in Rule 2.2b.

LG Aa OFrftfSR (GKS &a3ISYSNIXrfé& |NBF 6SOldzaSyY

f ltcovers mostoftheoursd Yy R A& GKSNB I LI IF&@SNna ol tf
until the ball reacheghe putting green

1 Itincludes &ery type of ground and growg or attached objects found in that area,
such as fairway, rough and trees.

b. TheFourSpecific Areas

Certain Rules apply specifically to the faneas ofthe coursethat are not in thegeneral
area

1 Theteeing areathe player must use in starting the hole he or she is plafiuie
6.2),

1 Allpenalty areagRule 17),
1 Allbunkers(Rule 12, and
1 Theputting greenof the hole the player is playingule 13.

c. Determining Area of Course Where Ball Lies

w
O«
cC:
ax
(atN

Thearea ofthe coursevherel LJ @ SNRa ol ff fASa | FF
ball or taking relief.

'daly
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A ball is always treated as lyimgonly one area of the course

1 If part of the ball is in both thgeneral areaand one of the four specifigreasof the
course it is treated as lying in that specificea of the course

1 If part of the ball is inwo specificareas of the courseit is treated as lying in the
specific area that comes first in this ordpenalty areabunker, putting green

2.3 Objects or Conditions That CanInterfere with Play

Certain Rules may giveee relief (relief with no penalty from interference by certain defined
objects or conditions, such as:

1 Loose impediment&Rule 15.},
1 Movable obstructiongRule 15.2, and

1 Abnormal course conditionehichare animal holesground under repajrimmovable
obstructionsandtemporary water(Rule 16.).

Butthere is nofree relief fromboundary objectsr integral objectdhat interfere with play.
2.4 No Play Zones

Ano playzoneis adefined part of arabnormal course conditiofsee Rule 16.1f) orgenalty
area(see Rule 17€) where play is not.allowed.

A player must take relief when:
1 His or her balisin ano play zongor

1 Ano play zonenterfereswith his or herarea of intendedstanceor area of intended
swingin playinga ball outsidehe no play zong¢see Rules 16.1f and 1&)1

See Committee Rrocedures, Section(aCode of Conduct may tell players to stay out oba
play zoneentirely):
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Rule 3 z The Competition
PurposeRule 3 covers the three central elements of all golf competitions:
U Playing either match play or stroke play,
U Playing either as an individual or with a partner as part of a side, and

U Scoring either by gross scores (no handstagkes applied) or net scores (handicap
strokes applied).

3.1 Central Elements of Every Competition
a. Form of Play: Match Play or Stroke Play
(1) Match Play oRegularStroke PlayThese are very different forms of play:

1 Inmatch play(see Rule 3.2 player and anpponentcompete against each other
based on holes wartost or tied.

1 Intheregularform of stroke play(see Rule 3.3), all players compete with one
another based on the total scorgthat is, addingugs | OK  Libital ruriskeddd i
strokes (includingtrokesmade and penalty strokes)-on each hole irralinds

Most of the Rules apply in both forms of play, but certain Rules applglyrone or the
other.

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection " (considerations fothe Committeeif it runsa
competition thatcombinesthe two,forms:of play in a singteund).

(2) Gther Forms of Stroke PlaRRule 21 covers other forms sifoke play(Stableford
Maximum Scorand Par/Bogeythat use a different scoring method. Rule20 apply in
these forms of playas modified by Rule 21.

b. How Players Compete: Playing as an Individual or as Partners

Golf is played either by individual players competing on their own guagnerscompeting
together as aide

Although‘Ruled4-20 focus on individual play, they also apply:

1 In competitions involvingartners(Foursomesnd FourBall), as modified byRules
22 and23, and

1 In team competitionsas modified by Rule 24.
c. How Players Score: Gross Scores or Net Scores

(1) Scratch Competition$n a scratch competition:

T ¢KS L) I @ SNRAa 4 3 NP araundisbioNBedotalh@dribérof K2 f S

strokes(includingstrokesmade and penalty strokes).

2 NJ
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f ¢KS LI I @ SNRDaapHddy RAOF LI A& y2i
(2)Handicap Competitiongn a handicap competition:

T ¢KS LX I 8 SNR& _ay S irounds2xieBross @eNadjistekided S 2 NJ { K
LX F @ SNR& KIFIyRAOIFILI adNR{Sao

1 This is done so that players of differing abilities can compete in a fair way.

3.2 Match Play

Purpose Match play has specific Rules (particularly abmricessionandgiving
information about thenumber of strokes takgrbecause the playerand opponent:

U Compete solely against each other on every hole,
i Canseeach2 0 KSNa LY l&x FyR
U Can protectheir own interests.

a. Result of Hole and Match

(1) Winning a HoleA player wins a hole when:

1 The playecompletes the holen fewer strokes (includingtrokesmade and penalty
strokes)than theopponent

1 Theopponentconcedes the hole, or

1 Theopponentgets thegeneral penaltyloss of hole)
If the2 LILJ2 Y &W/inin@&on needs to bholedto tie the holeand the ball is deliberately
deflected or stopped by any person at a time when there is no reasonable chance it can be
holed(such as when the ball has rolled past ti@e and will not roll back there), the result
of the hole has been decided and the player wins the hole (see Rule 11.2a, Exception)
(2)TyingaHol® ! K2fS Aa (0ASR o6Frfaz2 (1y2é6y a aKIf g

1 The player ad opponentcomplete the holan the samenumber of strokes
(includingstrokesmade and penalty strokesyr

1 The player andbpponentagree totreat the holeastied (but this is allowed only
after at leastone of the players has madestroketo begin thehole).

(3) Winninga Match A player wins a match when:

1 The player leads thepponentby more holes than remain to be played,
1 Theopponentconcedes the match, or
1 Theopponentis disqualified

(4) Extendinca Tied Match If a match is tied after thenal hole




New Rulesof Golf for 2019

1 The match is extended one hole at a time until there is a winSee Rule 5.5a0
extended match ig continuation ofthe sameround, not a newound).

1 Theholes are played in the same order as in tband, unless the&Committeesets a
different order.

Butthe Termsof the Competition may say that the match will end in a tie rather than be
extended.

(5) When Result is Findlheresultof a match becomes final the waystatedby the
Committee(which should beset outin the Termsof the Competitior), such as

1 When theresult is recordedn an official scoreboard or other.identified pkor
1 When the resulis reported to goersonidentified by theCommittee

See Committee ProcedureSection__ (recommendations on how the reswf a match
becomes final).

b. Concessions

(1) Player May Concede Stroke, Hole or Mafiplayer may concede tieLILI2 yiext G Q &
stroke a hole or the match:

f ConcedindNextStroke This is allowed any.time before tRelLJLJ2 V rieyf sir6kais
made.

U Theopponenthas-then completed the hole with a score that includes that
concededstroke, and the ball may be removed by anyone.

U A concession made while tieLJLJ2 y &l/igis@lldn motion after the previous
strokeapplies to the2 LJLJ2 Y riexf<girékd unless the ball isoled(in which
case the concession does not matter).

U The playemay concede the LILJ2 y riexyfsirékéby deflectingor stopping the
2 LJLJZ y @& imnbéononly if that is done specificaltp concede thenext
strokeand onlywhen there is no reasonable chanitee ballcan beholed

1" Conceding Hole This is allowed any time before thele iscompleted (see Rule
6.5), including before the players start the hole.

1 Concedinghe Match. This is allowed any time before thesultof the matchis
decided (see Ru$.2a(3)and (4)), including before the players start the match.

(2)How Concessiose Made A concession is made only when clearly communicated:

T ¢KAa Oly 6S R2YyS SAUKSNI gSNblffte 2N oe |y
to concede thestroke the hole or the matclisuch as making a gesture)

1 If the opponentlifts his or her balin breach of a Rulbecause of a reasonable L
YA&ddzy RSNEGFYRAY3I GKEG GKS LXFeSNna adal asSy
strokeor the hole or match, there is no penalty and the ball mustdygacedon its
original spot (which if not known must be estimatéd¢e Rule 14.2)

9



New Rulesof Golf for 2019

A concession is final and cannot be declined or withdrawn.

c. Applying Handicaps iRlandicapMatch

(1) Declaring Handicapd he player andpponentshould tell each other their handicaps
before the match.

If a player declares a wrgrhandicap either before or during the match and does not
correct themistakebefore theopponentmakeshis or her nexstroke

1 Declared Handicap Too Highhe players disqualifiedif this affects the number of
strokes the player gives or get§it does not there is no penalty.

91 Declared Handicap Too LoWhere is no penaltgnd the player must play othe
declared lower handicap.

(2)Holes Where Handicap Strokes Applied

1 Handicap strokes are given by hole, and the lower net score wins the hole.

1 If atied match is extended, handicap strokes are given by hole.in the same way as in
the round (unless theCommitteesetsa different way. of doing so).

Each player is responsible for knowing the holes wiherer shegives or gets handicap
strokes based on the stroke hole allocation set by hemmittee(which isusually found on
the scorecardl

If the players mistakenly apply handicap strokes on a hole, the agreed result of the hole
stands, unless the players correct that mistake in t{geeRUe 3.2d3)).

d. Responsibilities of Playeand Opponent
(1) Telling Opponent about Number of Strokes Takeérany time diring play of a hole or

after the hole is completed, thepponentmay ask the player for theumber of strokes
(includingstrokesmade and penalty strokes) the player has taken on the hole.

This is to allow thepponentto decide how to play the nextrokeand the rest of the hole,
or to confirm theresultof the hole just completed.

When asked for the number of strokes taken, or when giving itifatmation without being
asked:

1 The player must give the right number of strokes taken.

A player who fails to respond to thie LILJ2 Y r8qfiéstis &freated as givinthe
wrong number of stries taken.

The playegets thegeneral penalty(loss of holg if he or she gives thepponentthe wrong
number of strokes taken, unless the player corrects that mistake in time:

1 Wrong Number of Strokes Given While Playing .Hdie player must give the right
number of strokes taken before th@pponentmakes anothestrokeor takes a
similar action@a dzOK | a O2 Yy O Snexksyfakeortitie HoloLJd I € S NI a

10
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1 Wrong Number of Strokes Given After Hole Compléibd player must givihe
right number of strokes taken

U Before either player makes stroketo begin another hol®r takes a similar
action(such as conceding theext hole or the match) or,

U For the final hole of the match, before the result of the matclingal (see Rule
3.2a(5).

Exceptiong No Penalty If No Effect on Result of Holéthe player gives.the wrong number
of strokes taken after a hole is completed but this does not affecethellJ?2 y Sy (i Q a
understanding of whether the hole was wdostor tied, there is ngpenalty.

(2) Telling Opponent about Penaltywhen a player gets a penalty

1 The player must tell th@pponentabout that penalty as soon as reasonably possible,
taking into account how near the player is to thpponentand other practical
factors.

1 Thisrequirementapplies even if the playetoes not know abouthe penalty
(because players are expected to recognize when they have breached a Rule)

If the player fails to do so anddoes not correct that mistake beforeogmonentmakes _ R
anotherstrokeor takes a similar actio@ dzOK | & = O2 y O SnexksifdkeoritieS LJX | & S|
hole), the playergets thegeneral penalty(loss of hole.

Exceptionc No Penaltyy KSy hLILR Yy Sy i Yy Salftebpponentkee®@ NDa t Sy
that the player had a penalty, such as when seeing the player obviouslype¢aledtyrelief,
the player getsno penaltyfor failing to tell theopponentabout it

(3) Knowing MatclScore The players are expected to know the mascioreg that is, A
GKSOGKSNI 2yS . 2F UKSY fSIRa o0& | OSNIFAY ydzyo S
YFGOK Aa UASR o6Ffaz2z (y2¢éy a alftft aldzd NBéO o

If the players mistakenly agree on a wrong match score:

9 They may correct the match score before either player makssoie to begin
another hole or, for the final hole, before the result of the matchnal (see Rule
3.2a(5).

1 If not corrected in that time, that wrong match score becomes the actual match
score.

Exception¢ When Player Requests Ruling in Timethe player makes a timely request for
aruling (see Rule 20.1b), and it is found that dpponenteither (1) gave the wrong
number of strokes takeor (2) failed to tell the player about a penalty, the wrong match
score must be corrected.

(4) Proteding Own Rights and Interest§he players in a match should protect their own
rights and interests under the Rules:

1 If the player knows or believes that tr@pponenthas breached &ule that has a
penalty, the player magct on the breach ochoose toignore it.

11
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1 Butif the player andbpponentdeliberately agree to ignore a breach or pendtigy
know appliesboth players arelisqualifiedunder Rule B3b.

1 If the player andpponentdisagree whether one of them has breached a Rule,
either player may protect his or her rights by asking for a ruling under Rule 20.1b.

3.3 Stroke Play
Purpose Stroke play has specific Rules (particularly for scorecardsaimgd) ou) because:
U Eachplayer competes against all the other players in the competition, and

U All players need to be treated equally under the Rules.

I TGSNI GKS NRdzy Rz
GKS LI I @SNRa ao2NEB
Committee

KS LIJX oy : :
T K2 S A& NRIKE

- 8.8 NJ
2 NJ S QK

O

a. Winner in Stroke Play

The player who completes atbundsin the fewesttotal strokes (includingtrokesmade and
penalty strokes)s the winner.

In ahandicapcompetition, this means théewesttotal net strokes

See Committee Procedures, Section (the Termsof'the Competition should say how ties
will be decide(l

b. Scoringn Stroke Play

¢ KS LI I sisképroahisioherdddecardy themarker, who is either identified by
the Committeeor chosen by the player in a way approved by @mnmittee

The player must use ghsamemarkerfor the entireround, unless theCommitteeapproves
a change either before or after it happens.

Mal NJ.SNRa wS 3 LRayidCerdiingHoléSEoreon Stareéaml.AfieTkach
holeduring theround, the markershould confirmwith the playerthe number of strokes on
that hole (includingstrokesmade and penalty strokesnd enterthat grossscoreon the
scorecard

When theroundhas ended
1 Themarkermust certify thehole scores on thescorecard

1 If the player had more than omaarker, eachmarkermust certify the scores for
those holes where he or she was thearker.

2t £ @SND& wS & LI2H6kR ScordshdiRigtdriMng Scoasd. BUFirg AhgrGind
the player should keep track of his or her scores for each hole.

When theroundhas ended, the player:

12
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1 Should carefully check the hole scores entered bymiagkerand raise any issues
with the Committee

T Must make sure that thenarkercertifies thehole scores on thecorecard

T Must not change a hole score entered by tharkerexceptwitn the Y I NJ S NI &
agreementor the/ 2 Y Y A (rpp&&iaad

1 Must certify thehole scores on thecorecardand promptly return it to the
Committee after which the player must not change tkeorecard

If the player breaches any of these requirementfirle 3.3bthe playerisdisqualified

Exceptiong No PenaltyWhen Breach Due to Marker Falllng to Carry Out Responsibilities o
There is no penaltif the CommitteeF A y Ra G K | 0KS LXFeSNDna oNBI C
caused by ther I NJ_ fSilNcRta carry out his or her respon5|b|I|t|es (such asrtierker

leavingwii K (i K S scbdechrébrSvitkiau certifying thescorecar), so long as this was
0Se2yR (KS LI &@SNRa O2yiGNRf @

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection _ (recommendations omow to define when a
scorecarchas been returnej Section__ (what the Committeeshoulddo'if.themarkerdoes
not carry out his or her responsibilities

(3) Wrong Score foa Hole If the player returns acorecardvith a wrong score for any hole:

1 Returned Score Higher Than Actual Scohe higher returned score for the hole
stands.

1 Returned Score Lower Than Actual Score or No Score Reflinegulayers
disqualified

Exceptiong Failure to Include Unknown Penaltyf one ormore2 ¥ (G K S halgf | @ SN A
scores are lower thathe actual scorebecausene or sheexcluded one or more penalty
strokes that the player did not knoaboutbefore returning thescorecard

1 The player is not disqualified

1 Instead, if the mistake is found before the close of the competition, the
Committeewill NB A 8 S (G KS  LifatheléSoNaplas baddigghh®s T 2 NJ
penalty stroke(s)hat should have been includeth the score for that hole or
holes under the Rules

Thisexception does not apply
1 When the excluded penalty is disqualificatjar
1 Whenthe player was told that a penalty might apply or was uncertain whether a
penalty applied and did not raise this with t@®mmitteebefore returningthe
scorecard
(4) Scoring irHandicapCompetition The player is responsible for making sure thiator

her handicap is shown on thecorecardlf the player returns acorecardvithout the right
handicap:

13
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9 Handicap on Scocard Too High or No Handicap ShoWfrthis affecsthe number of
strokes the player getshe playerns disqualifiedfrom the handicapcompetition. If it
does not.there is no penalty.

f Handicap on Scocard TooLoww ¢ KSNBE Aa y2 LISylfdae FyR (K
stands using the lower handicap as shown.

(5) Player Not Responsible for Addidg Scores or Applying HandicagheCommitteels R
NBalLlZzyaAotS T2NJ I RRAY 3 dzbandicEpsompdtitibre ppyingg K2 € S
U KS Lihahdicspsiibkes.

If the player returns a&corecardn which he or she has made a mistake in adding up the
scores or applying handicap strokes, there is no penalty for doing so

c. Failure to Hole Out
A player mushole outat each hole in aound Ifthe player fails tdhole outat any hole:

1 The playemust correct that mistake before makingstioketo begin another hole
or, for the final hole of theound, before returning thescorecard

1 If the mistake is not corrected in that time, the playgdisqualified
SeeRules21.1,21.2and 21.3(Rules for other forms dftroke play(Stableford Maximum

Scoreand Par/Bogey where scoringas different and agplayer is dtqualified if he or she
does nothole ou).

14
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Rue4z4EA 01 AUAOGO wNOEDI AT O
Purpose Rule 4 covers the equment that players ay use during a round. Based on the
principlethata 2t ¥ A a | KFttSyaAy3a 3IFYS Ay 6KAOK 4&dz
judgment, skills and abilitieshe player
U Must useconforming clubsind balls,

U Is Imited to no more than 14 clubs and normally must not replace damaged or lost
clubs, and

U Isrestricted in the use of other equipment that gives artificiahhelpto his or her play.

For detailed requirements for clubs, balls and otkguipmentand the proess for
consultation and submission efjuipmentfor conformityreview, see th&equipment Rules

4.1 Clubs
a. Clubs Allowed in Making a Stroke

(1) Conforming Clubdgn making @troke a player must use a club that conforms to the
requirementsin the Equipment Rules

1 A club used to make strokemust conformnot only whenthe club is new, but also
when it has been deliberately or accidentatlyangedn any way.

1 Butif the performance characteristiasf a conforming clultthange because of wear
through normal use, it is still a conforming club.

Gt SNF2NXYLEYOS OKFNI OGSNRaAGAOEAE YSIya Fyeé LI NI
making astroke such as its grip, shaft, clubhead or lie or loft (including lie or loft of an
adjustable club).

(2)Use or Repair of Club Damaged During Rolfradlconforming club is damaged during a
roundor whileplay is stopped under Rule 5,4he player normally must not replace it with
another club. (Foalimited exceptionwhen the player did not cause the nlage see Rule

4.1b(3).

But no matter what the nature or cause of the damatfee damaged clulis treated as
conforming for the rest of theound (but not during a playoff in stroke play which is a new
round).

For the rest of theound the playemay:
1 Continue to makestrokeswith the damaged club, or
1 Havethe clubrepairedby restoring it as nearly as possible to its condition befoee th
damage happeneduring theroundor while play was stoppedvhile still using the
original grip, shaft andlubhead Butin doing so:
U The player must notnreasonably delay play (see Rule 5.6ay
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U Any damagehat existedbefore theroundmust not be repaired

G5F YF ASRrot@&NAWST yta 6 KSYy (GKS Of dzo Qa8 LISNF 2NXI| Yy
because of any act during tlieund(including while play is stopped under Rule 5,7a)
whether:

1 By the player (such as makingteokeor practice swing with the club, putting it in or
takingit out of a golf bag, dropping or leaning on it, or throwing or abusing it), or

1 By any other persomutside influencer natural forces

Butl  Of dzo A a y 20 roanBl YAIT3 SARI 4R dzBEANFR NV I Yy OS  OK I NI (
deliberately changed by the playduring theround as covered by Rule 4.1a(3).

35St A6SNI (GSte& /KIFEIYyIAAYI /[ dzo Q& tASphgeenmdl vy OS / |
not make astrokewith a club whose performance characteristiws or shedeliberately
changed during theound (including while play is stopped under Rule 5.7a)

1 Byusing an adjustable featura physicallychanginghe club(exceptwhen allowed
to repair damage under Rule 4.1a(2)), or

1 By applying any substance to the clubhead (other than in cleaning it) td &ffecit
performs in making atroke

Exception¢ Adjustable Club Restored to Original Positidhl O f{pelZorfaance
characteristics were changed hgingan adjustable feature andbefore the club is used to
make astroke the club is restored as nég as possible to its original positiday adjusting
the feature back to where it washere is no penalty and the club may be usednake a
stroke

Penalty for Making Stroke in Breach of Rule 4:I2isqualification
1 There is no penalty under this Rule for merbving(but not making atrokewith)
a nonconforming club or a club whose performance characteristics were
deliberately changed during threund
i But such a club still coustowards the 14club limit inRule 4.b(1).

b. Limit of 14 Clubs; Sharing, Adding or Replacing Clubs During Round

(1) Limit of 14 ClubsA player must not:
1 Start aroundwith more than 14 clubs, or
1 Have more than 14 clubs during theund

If the player starts aoundwith fewer than 14 clubs, he or she may add clubs during the
roundup to the 14club limit(seeRule 4.14)for restrictions in doing this)

Whenthe player becomes aware that he or she is in breach of this Rule by having more

than 14 clubs, the playenust immediately take the excess clabclubs out of play, using
the procedure in Rule 4.1c(1)
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1 If the player started with more than 14 clubs, he or she may chadsehclub or
clubs willbe taken out of play.

1 If the player adde@xces<lubsduring theround those addedclubsare the ones
that must be taken out of play.

I F 4 SNJ lroundhds §td Mnét eplayerplcks uph Y2 KSNJ LJ I 8 SNRa Of dzo
behind, oraclubsY A & 0 I “L yte Ldzi Ay GKS LIXFe&SNDna ol g
Ad Y20 GNBIFGSR I &fohyioses aF theiliiGh limd(butdt BieInat Of dzo &
be used)

L

(2)No Sharing of ClubA player is limited to those clubs he or ssarted with or added as
allowed in (1):

1 The player must not makesdrokewith a clubbeing used bynyone elsevho is
playing on thecourse(even if the other player is playing andifferentgroup or
competition).

1 Whenthe player becomes aware that e she has breached this Rule by making a
strokewith y 2 (1 K S N&lubjtthle pleyed st immediately take that club out of
play, using the procedure in Rule 4.1c(1).

SeeRules 22.5and 23.7 (limited exceptionin partnerformsyef playallowingpartnersto
share clubs if they have no mere than 14 elubs between fhem

(3)No Replacing Lost or Damaged Cluba player started with 14 clubs or added clubs up
to the limit of 14 and then loses or damages a club during ¢ued or while play istopped
under Rule 5.7athe player must not replacé with another club.

Exception- Replacing Damaged Club When Player Did Not Cause Davhage ¥ | LJ | & S NJ
is damaged during theound(including while play is stoppe{ee Rule 4.1a(2hy an

outside influenceor natural forcesor by any person other than the player or his or her

caddie

1 The player may replace the damaged club with any club under Rule 4.1b(4)

1 Butwhen the playeidoesso, the player must immediately take the damaged club
out of play; using the procedure in Rule 4.1c(1).

(4) Restrictions When Adding or Replacing Cluisen adding or replacing a club under (1)
or (3), a player must not:

1 Unreasonably delaglay (see Rle 5.6a),

1 Add or borrow any clulrom anyone elsevho isplaying on thecourse(even if the
other player is playing ia differentgroup a competition), or

1 Build a club from parts carried by anyone for the player duringdoed

Penalty for Breachof Rule4.1b: The gnaltyapplies base@n when the payerbecomes
awareof the breach

1 Player Becomes Aware of Breach While Playiadiole The penaltys applied at
the end ofthe hole being played. Imatch play the player must complete the hole,
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apply the result of that hole to the match score and then apply the penalty to adjust
the match score.

1 Player Becomes Aware of Breach Between Two Hihespenaltys applied as of
the end ofthe hole just completed, not the next hole.

Penalty in MatchPlay¢ Match Score Revised by Deducting Hole, Maximum of Two Holes:
1 This is a match adjustment penalfyt is not the same as a loss of hole penalty.

1 Atthe end of the hole being played or just completed, the match score is revised by
deductingone holefor each hole where a breach happened, watimaximum
deduction of two holesin the round

1 For example, if a glayer who started with 15 clblesomes aware of the breach
while playing the 3" hole and then wins that hole to go three up in the latthe
maximum adjustment of two holes applies attiné playerwould now be one up in
the match.

Penalty in Stroke Plag Two Penalty Strokes; Maximum of Four Strokéde playepgets
the general penalty(two penalty strokeg for each hole where a breach happened, with a
maximum of four penalty strokesn the round(adding two penalty strokes at each of the
first two holes where a breach happened).

c. Procedure for Taking Clubs Out of Play

(1) During RoundWhen a player beenes aware during eoundthat he or she is in breach
of Rule 4.1K1), (2) or (3for having more than 14 clubs or for makingteokewith another

7

LX I @ SND& Of dzo 2 (i K Sakednlacdioh Mt Yiemdy indidatesye&cR dlub G St @
that is beingaken out of play

This may be done eithday:

1 Declaring this to the@pponentin match playor the markeror another player in the
group instroke playor

i Taking some other clear action (such as turning the club upside down in the bag,
placing it orthe floor ofthe golf cart or giving the club to another person)

The player mustot make astrokefor the rest of theroundwith any club taken out of play

If a club taken out of plaig another playef & , @t ddder player may continue to uske
club.

Penalty for Breach oRule4.1d1): Disqualification.

(2) Before Roundif a playebecomes awarshortly before starting @aoundthat he or she
accidentally has more than 14 clultise playershould try to leavehe excess clulor clubs
behind.

But as an optiorwithout penalty.

1 The player may takanysuch excess clglout of play before the start of theound,
using the procedure in (1), and
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1 The excess clubs may be kept by the plaat (nust not be used) during theund,
and they @ not count towards the 1£lub limit.

If a player deliberately brings more than 14 clubsi®or her firsteeing areaand starts
the roundwithout leaving the excess clubs behind, this option isallmwedand Rule
4.1b(1) applies.

4.2 Balls

a. Balls Allowedn Play ofRound

(1) Conforming Ball Must Be Playdd making eacktroke a player-must use a ball that
conforms to therequirements in theEquipment Rules

A player may get a conforming ball to play from anyone else, including another player on
the course

(2) Deliberately Altered Ball Must Not Be PlayAdolayer must not makesirokeat a ball
whose performance characteristics have been deliberately edtesuch as by scuffingr
heatingthe ball orby applyingany substance (other than in cleaning it).

Penalty for Making Stroke irBreach of Rulel.2a Disqualification
b. Ball Breaks into Pieced/hile Playing Hole

LF | LX F&SNRna oL f &troke thErei§ b pehaltyiadd thelfoledpSsanot | F G S NJ
count

The player must plaginotherball from wherethat strokewas made (see Rule 14.6).

Penalty for Playing Ballfrom a Wrong Place in Breach of Rulb:452neral Penaltyinder
Rulel4.7a.

c. Ball Becomes Cut or Cracked While Playing Hole

(1) Lifting Ball'to Se# Cut or Crackedf a player reasonably believes that his or her ball has
been cut or cracked while playing a hole

1 The player may: lift théall to look at it but:

1 The spot of the ball mudirst be marked, andthe ball must notbe cleared (except
onthe putting greer) (see Rule 14.1)

If the player lifts the ball without having this reasonable bekefcgpton theputting green
where the player may lifunder Rule 134), fails tomarkthe spot of theball before lifting it
or cleans it when not allowedhe playergetsone penalty stroke

If multiple Rule breaches with a orstroke penalty result from a single act or relatacts,
see Rule 1.3c(4).

(2) WhenAnotherBall MayBeSubstituted The player may onlgubstituteanother ball if it
can be clearly seen that the original ball is cut or cracked and this damage happened during
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the hole being played but not if it is only scratched or scraped or its paint is only damaged
or discoloured

1 If the original ball is cut or crackgtthe player musteplaceeither anotherball or the
original ballon the original spofsee Rule 14.2).

1 If the original ball i:ot cut or crackedthe player musteplaceit onits originalspot
(see Rule 12).

Nothing in this Rule prohibits a player frauabstitutinganother ball under any other Rule
or changing balls between two holes.

Penalty for Playing Incorrecti$ubstituted Ball or Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rulél.2c. GeneralPenalty under Rule 6.3b or 14.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
4.3 Use of Equipment
Rule 4.3 applies to all types efuipmentthat a player might use duringraund, except
that the requirement to play with conforming clubs and balls is covered by Rules 4.1 and
4.2, not by this Rule.

This Rule only concert®w equipmentis usedlt does naot limit theequipmentthat a
player may have with him or her duringeund

a. Allowed and Prohibited Uses of Equipment

A player may usequipmentto help his or her play duringraund, exceptthat a player
must not create a potential advantadpsy.

1 Usngequipment(other than a club or a balthat artificially eliminate or reduces
the need for askill or judgnent that is essential to the challenge of the game, or

1 Usdngequipment(including a club or a balil) an abnormalvay in making atroke .
al oy 2NXILf g6l e€ YSIya | ¢gle U0UKIFIU Aa FdzyRI Y
and is not normally recognized as part of playing the game.
This Rule does natffectthe application of any othelRulethat limits actions a player is
allowed to takewith a clul ball or otherequipment(such asetting downa clubor other
object to help the player in lining ygee Rule 10.4B)).

Common examples of useseduipmentthat are allowed and not alloweduringalLJt | @ SN &
roundunder this Rule are:

(1) Distance and Directional Information

1 Allowed Getting information on distance or directigsuch as from a distanee
measuring device or compass).

1 Not Allowed

U Measuring elevation changgesr
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U Interpreting distance or directional information (such as using a devigeta _
recommencedline of play2 NJ Of dz0 a St u
ball).

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection_ (the Committeemay adopt a Local Rule prohibiting
the use of distanceneasuring devicgs

(2) Information on Wind and Other Weather Conditions

1 Allowed

U Getting any type of weather informatiofincluding wind speedhat isavailable
from weather forecastsor

U Measuring temperature and humidity at tle®urse
1 Not Allowed.
0 Measuring wind speed at theourse or

U Usingan artificial objecto getother windrelated information (such assing
powder toassessvind direction).

(3) Information GatheredBefore orDuring Round

1 Allowed

U Using information that wagatheredbefore theround(such as playing
information from previousounds swing tips or club recommendationsy

U Recording (for use after th@ound) playing or physiological information from the
round(such.as club distance, playing statistics or heart rate).

T Not Allowed

U Processing or interpretinglayinginformation from theround(such as club
recommendations based on currergunddistances), or

U Usingany physiological information recorded during ttoaind

(4) AudioandVidea

1 Allowed

U Listening to audio or watching videm matters unrelated to the competition
being playedsuch as a news report or background music)

U Butin doing soconsideration should be shown to others (see Rule 1.2).
1 Not Allowed

U Listening to musior other audioto eliminate distractions or to help with swing
tempo, or
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U Viewing videshowing play of the player or other players during the competition
that helpsthe player in choosing a club, makingteoke or deciding how to play
during theround

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection__ (the Committeemay adopt a Locdule prohibiting
or restricting the use of audio and video devices durimguand).

(5) Gloves and Gripping Agents
1 Allowed

U Using gplain glove that meets theequirements in theEquipment Rules
U Using esin, powders and other moisturizing or drying ageots
U Wrappinga towel or handkerchief around the grip.
1 Not Allowed
U Using a glove that does not meet tihequirements in theEquipment Rulesor

U Usingother equipmentthat givesan unfair advantage with hand position or grip
pressure.

(6) Stretching Devices and TrainiogSwingAids

1 Allowed

U Using anyequipmentfor general stretching (other than in makingpeactice
swing), whether theequipmentis designed for stretching, for use in golf (such as
an alignment rod placed across the shoulders) or for any purpose unrelated to
golf (such_as rubber tubing or a sextiof pipe).

T Not Allowed
U Using any type ajolftrainingor swing aid (such as an_alignment rod or a
9SAIKUSR KSI R ®ahsadnfardihgiclR yhdkéa & phactice
swing orin any otherwaythat creates a potential advantage by helping the
playerin preparing for or making stroke(such ashelp withswing plane, grip,
alignment, ball position or posture).

Further guidance on the use efuipmentdescribed above and other types efuipment
(such as clothing and shoes) is found in Brgiipment Rules

A player who is uncertain whether he or she may use a pieegupmentin a particular
way should ask th€ommitteefor a ruling (see Rule 2Mmp

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection_ (the Committeemay adopt a Locdkule prohibiting
the use of motorized transportatioduring around).

b. Equipment Used foMedical Reasons
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(1) Medical ExceptiorA player is not in breach of Rule 4.3 if he or she eggegomentto
help with a medical condition, so long as:

1 The player has a medical reason to useg¢haipment and

1 TheCommitteedecidesthat its use does not give the player any unfair advantage
over other players.

(2) Tape or Similar Coverings playermayuse adhesive tape aa similar covering for any
medical reasorfsuch as to preverdaninjury or helpwith an existing injury)but the tape or
coveringmust not:

1 Be appliecexcessivly, or

1 Helpthe playermore thanis necessary for the medical reasdor(example, it must
not immobilizea joint to help the player swinghe club).

A player who is uncertain abouthere or how tape or similar coverings may be applied
should ask th&€ommitteefor a ruling.

Penalty for Breach oRule 4.3;
1 Penalty for irst breachfrom single act or related act&eneal Penalty.
1 Penalty for econdbreachunrelated to first breachDisqualification This penalty

applieseven ifthe nature of thebreachwasentirely differentthan the breach
resulting in the first penalty
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ll. Playing the Round and a Hole (Rules 56)

Rule 5 z Playing the Round

Purpose Rule 5 covers how to playaund¢ such as where and when a player npagctise
on the course before or during a round, when a rostadts and ends and what happens
when play has to stop or resume. Players are expected to:

U Start each round on time, and

U Play continuously and at a prompt pace during each hole untilithe round is
completed.

2 KSY A0 A& | LXFeSNRna GdNYyguihz WEEHEsE Al Aa
more than 40 seconds, and usually more quickly than that

5.1 Meaning of Round

n A

| roine Aad My 2NJ FTS6SNI K2f S&omniittde® SR Ay GKS
When aroundends in a tie and plawill goon until there is a winner

M Tied Match Extended One Hole at a Tifais is the continuation of the samaund,
not a newround

1 Playoff in Stroke PlayThis is a newound

A playeris playing his or haoundfrom whenit starts untilit ends (see Rule 5.3xcept
while play isstopped under Rule 5ar7

When a Ruleefers tol OG A 2 y & (| rpuSdY that dodgMdtintEde while play is
stoppedunder Rule 5.7anless the Rule says otherwise

5.2 Practi sing on Course Before or Between Rounds

For purpases of this Rule

 oPracteeonthecours€ Y S| y a Lot téstingti@ surfacé dthie putting
greenof any holeby rolling a ball or rubbing the surface, and

1 The limitations orpractise on the coursebefore or betweerroundsapply only to the
LI @ SNE y2lcaddi2 GKS LJX I @ SND&

a. Match Play

A player mayractise on the coursebefore aroundor betweenroundsof a competition.

b. Stroke Play

On the day of a competition:
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1 A player must nopractise on the coursebefore around exceptthat the playermay
practise putting or chipping on or nedris or herfirst teeing areaand practise on
any practice area.

1 A player mayractise on the courseafter completing playf his or her finatound
for that day.

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection__ (in either form of playthe Committeemay adopt a
Local Rule prohibiting, restricting or allowipactice on the coursebefore or between
rounds.

Penalty for Breach oRule5.2:

1 Penalty for irst breachfrom single act or related act&eneralPenalty(applied to
UKS LX FéSNRa FTANARU K2f So®

1 Penalty for econd breachunrelated to first breachDisqualification

5.3 Starting and Ending Round

a. When to Start Round

! LJt Irodirfel dtdirsiwhen the player makesstroketo starthis or her first holdsee Rule
6.1a)

The player musstart at (and not beforghis or her starting time

1 Thismeans that the player mustebready to play at the starting time and starting
point set by theCommittee

1 A starting time set by th€ommitteeis treated as an exact time (for example, 9 am
means 9:00:00 am, n@nytime until 9:01am).

If the starting time is delayed for any reason (such as weather, slow play of other groups or

the need for a ruling by eeferee, there is no breach of this Ruf the player is present and

NBFRé 02 LIElIe ogKSYy U0KS LI I eSNNa 3INRdAzL Aa | of
Penalty for Breach of Rul®&.3a Disqualification exceptin these threecases

1 Exception 1¢ Player Arrives at Startin@oint, Ready to Play, No More Than Five
Minutes Late The player gets thgeneral penaltyapplied to his or her first hole.

1 Exception X, Player Starts No More Than Five Minutes Eaffye player gets the
generalpenalty applied to his or her first hole.

1 Exception  CommitteeDecides thatExceptional Circumstances Prevented Player
from Starting on TimeThere is no breach of this Rule and no penalty.

b. When Round Ends
I LY lroéirl éhisa
1 Inmatch playwhen the result of the match is decidesder Rule 2a&(3) or (4)
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1 Instroke play when the playeholes outat the final hole (including correction of a
mistake, such as under Rule 6.1 or 14.7b).

SeeRules 211d, 21.2d, 21.3&nd 23.3b (when aroundstarts and ends in other forms of
stroke playand inFourBall).

5.4 Playing in Groups
a. Match Play

During around, the player andpponentmust play each hole in the same group.
b. Stroke Play

During around, the playermust remain in the group set by ti@ommittee unless the
Committeeapproves a change either before or after it happens.

Penalty for Breach of Rul&.4: Disqualification

5.5 Practi se During Round or While Play Is Stopped

a. NoPractice Strokes While Playing Hole

While playing a hole, a player must not makgractice strokeat any ball on or off the
course

These are nopractice strokes
1 Apractice swing made with no intent to strike a ball.

1 Hitting a ball-back to practice area or to another player, when done solely as a
courtesy.

1 Strokegnade by a player in playing out a hole whose result has been decided.
b. Restriction orPractice Strokes Between Two Holes
Between two holes, a player must not makpractice stroke

Exceptiong Where PlayerAllowed to Practse Putting or Chipping The player maypractise
putting or chipping on or near:

1 Theputting greenof the hole just complete@nd anypractice green (see Rule
13.1e), and

1 Theteeing areaof the next hole.

But suchpractice strokesmust not be made from Aunkerand must not unreasonably
delay play (see Rule 5.6a).

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection__ (the Committeemay adopt a Local Rule prohibiting
practice putting or chipping on or near theutting greenof the hole just completed
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c. Practise While Play Is Suspended or Otherwise Stopped

While play issuspended or otherwisstopped under Rul&.73 a playermust not make a
practicestrokeexcept

1 As allowed in Rule 5.5b,
1 Anywhereoutsidethe course and
1 Anywhereon the coursethe Committeeallows.

If a match is stopped by agreement of the players and will not be resumed on the same day,
the players mayractiseon the coursewithout restrictionbefore the match'is resumed

Penalty for Breach of Rulg.5: GeneralPenalty.
If the breach happenketween two holes, the penalty applies to the next hole.

5.6 Unreasonable Delay; Prompt Pace of Play

a. Unreasonable Delay of Play

A player must not unreasonably delay play; either when playing a hole or between
holes.

A player may be allowedshort delay for certain reasons, such as:
1 Whenthe playerseels help from arefereeor the Committee
1 Whenthe playerbecones injured oill, or
1 When thereis another good reason

Penalty for Breachof Rulg.6a
1 Penalty for irst breach:One penalty stroke.
1. Penalty for secontireach:GeneralPenalty.
1 Penalty for thirdoreach:Disqualification

If the player unreasonably delays play betweeaw holes, the penalty applies to the next
hole.

b. Prompt Pace of Play
Aroundof golf is meant to be played at a prompt pace.
Each player should recognize that his or her pace of play is likely to affect how long_it will
u

lon
take other players to play theiound€ Ay Of dzZRAyYy 3 020K (GK2&aS Ay
those in followinggroups.
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Players are encouraged to allow faster groups to play through.

(1) Pace of Play Recommendatioii$ie player should play at a prompt pace throughout the
round including the time taken to:

1 Prepare for and make eadtroke
1 Move from one placed another betweerstrokes and
1 Move to the nexteeing areaafter completing a hole.

A player should prepare in advance for the nstxokeand be ready to play when it is his or
her turn.

2 KSYy Al Aa GKS L)X IFeSNRna dGdzNy G2 Wil ey

1 Itis recommended that the player make teokein no more than 40 seconds after
he or she is (or should be) able to play without interference or distraction, and

1 The player should usually be able to play more quickly than that and is encouraged
to doso.

(2) Playing Out of Turn to Help Pace of PR2gpending on the form of play, there are times
when players may play out ofturn to helpe pace of play:

1 Inmatch playthe players mayagree that one of themwvill play out of turn to save
time (seeRule 6.4a)

 Instrokeplag LX +&@SNHE YIlI& LXI& GNBIFIRe 3A2fF& Ay
6.4bException.

(3) Committee Pace of Play Polidp encourage and enforce prompt play, themmittee
should adopt a Local Rule setting a Pace of Play Policy.

This Policy may set a maximum time to completeund, a hole or series of holes and a
stroke and it may set penalties for not following the Palicy

Se Committee Procedure§ection__ (recommendations on contents of Pace of Play
Policy).

5.7 Stopping Play; Resuming Play
a. When Players May or Must Stop Play
During around a player must not stop plagxceptin thesecases

1 Suspension bommittee All players must stop play if ti@ommitteesuspends play
(see Rule 5.7b).

1 Stopping Play by Agreement in Match PlBlayers in a match may agree tofsto
play for any reasorexceptif doing so delays the competitiotf.theyagree to stop
playand then one player wants to resume play, the agreement has ended and the
other player must resume play
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1 Individual Player Stopping Play Because of Light#irgayer may stop play if he or
shereasonablybelieves there is danger from lightning.

Leavingtheourseh & y 203X o0& AGA&St FX & & islcdveyed bylRbld & & !
5.63 not by this Rule.

If a player stops play for any reason not allowed under this Rule, the ptyiegualified
b. What Players Must Do When Committee Suspends Play

There are two types d€ommitteesuspensions of play, each with different requirements for
when players must stop play.

(1) Immediate Suspensigf®uch as Whenheae Is Imminent Danger)f theCommittee
declares an immediate suspension of play, all players must stop play at once anlatus
make anotherstrokeuntil the Committeeresumes play.

TheCommitteeshould use a distinct method of telling players about an immediate
suspension.

See Committee Procedures, Section(recommended ways faCommitteeto indicate
immediate andhormal suspension® players.

(2) Normal Suspension (Such as for Darkness or Unplayable CHutssCommittee
suspends play for normal reasons, what happens next depends on where each playing
group is:

1 Between Two Holesfall players itthe group are between two holes, they must
stop play and must not makestroketo begin another hole until th€ommittee
resumes play.

1 While Playing Holdf any phyer inthe group has started a hole, the players may
choose either to stop play or to play out the hole.

U The players are allowed a brief amount of time (which normally should be no
more than two minutes) talecide whether to stop play or play out the kol

U If the playerscontinueplay of the hole, they may go on to complete the hole or
may stop before completing the hole.

U Once the players complete the hole or stop before completing the hole, they
must not make anothestrokeuntil the Committeeresumes play under Rule
5.7c.

If the players do not agree on what to do:

U Match Play Ifthe opponentstops play, thelayermustalsostop play and both
players must not play again until tl@ommitteeresumes play. If thplayerdoes
not stop play the playergets thegeneral penalty(loss of holg.

U Stroke PlayAny player ithe group may choose to stop play or go on to
continue the holeno matter what theothers in the groupglecide to dogxcept
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that the player may continue play only ify K S LJmarkerStai®ta keep the
L | € SNDRa ao2Nb

Penalty for Breach of Rulg.7b: Disqualification

Exception¢ No Penaltylf CommitteeDecidesThatFailure toStopWasJustified There is

no breach of this Rule and no penalty if @emmitteedecidesthat circumstances justiéd

the playeQ a ¥ | stdp dieydkheniretuired to do so

c. What Players Must Do When Play Resumes
(1) Where to Resume Pla player must resume play from where he aor she stopped play

on a hole or, if between two holes, at the négeing area even if play is resumed on a
later day.

(2) When to Resume Playhe player must be present at the location identified in (1) and
ready to play:

1 Atthe time set by th&Committeefor play to resume; and

1 The player must resume play at/(and not before) that time.
If the ability to resume plaig delayed for any reason (such as when players in the group
ahead need to play first and move out of the way), there is no breach of this Rule if the_ o
LI I eSNJ Ad LINBaSyu FyR NBIReée 02 LIXlFée gKSYy UKS
Penalty for Breaclof Rule5.7c Disqualification

Exceptiongo Disqualification forFailure to Resume on Tim&xceptions 12 and 3n Rule
5.3a and the Exception to/Rule 5.7b apply here as well.

d. Lifting Ball When Play Stops; Replacing and Substituting Ball When Play Resumes

(1) Lifting Ball When Play Stops or Before Play Resuigsn stopping play of a hole under
this Rule, the player mayarkthe spot of his or her balind lift the ball(see Rule 14)1

Either before or when play-is resumed:

.2 KSy t.f I &S NDaVvhenlPayStoppedhe flajef rauSteplacethe
originalball oranotherball on theoriginalspot (which if not known must be
estimated)(see Rule 14.2)

T2KSY tfl &SNDa WhehPlayStopbedheplayel nayplagtRe ball
as it lies, or maynarkthe spotof the ball lift the ball(see Rule 14.1gndreplace
that ball or another ball on the originaspot (see Rule 14)2

In either case:

1 If thelie of the ball is altered as a result of lifting the b#ile player musteplace
that ball or another ball as required undeRule 142d.

1 If thelie of the ballis altered after the ball was lifted and befoaeballis replaced
Rule 142d does not apply
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U Theoriginal ball or aother ball must bereplacedon the original spot (which if
not known must be estimatedgee Rule 14.2)

U If thelie or otherconditions affecting the strokeere worsened during this time,
Rule 8.1d applies.

(2) What to Dolf Ball or BaWMarkerlsMoved While Play Stopped L ¥ (G KS LJ I @ SN A&
ball-markeris movedn any waybefore play resumegncluding bynatural force$, the
player must either:

1 Replacehe original ball or aother ball on the original spot (which if not known
must be estimated) (see Rule 14.2), or

1 Place aall-markerto markthat original spot, and themeplacethe originalball or
another ball on that spofsee Rules 14.1 and 14.2)

Ifi KS LJtohditiéhblaéctinghe strokewere worsenedwhile play was stoppedsee
Rule 8.1d.

Penalty forPlaying Ball from a Wrong Placelneach of Rule.7d ‘GeneralPenalty under
Rule 14.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
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Rule 6 z Playing a Hole

Purpose Rule 6 covers how to playhale¢ such as the specific Rules for teeing off to start a
hole, the requirement to use the same ball for an entire hole except suiEstitutionis
allowed, theorder of play(which matters more in match play than ske play) and

completing a hole.

6.1 Starting Play of a Hole

a. When Hole Starts
Aplayerhas started dnolewhenhe or shemakes astroketo begin the hole

The hole has started eventife strokewasmade fromoutsidethe teeing area(see Rule
6.1b)or the strokewascancdled under a Rule

b. Ball MustBePlayed from Insideleeing Area

A player must start each hole by playing a ball feompwhereinside theteeing areaunder
Rule 6.2b.

If a player who is starting a hole plays a ball from out#iiggeeing area(including from a
wrong set of tee marker®or a different teeing locatioron the same hole or a different
hole):

(1) Match Play There is no penalfyput the opponentmay cancethe stroke

1 This must be done promptly and before either player makes anattreke When
the opponentcancels thestroke he or shecannotwithdraw the cancellation

1 If the opponentcancels thestroke the player must plag ball from insidethe teeing
areaand it is still his or her turn to play

1 If the opponentdoes not cancel thetroke the strokecounts and the ball is play
and must be played as it lies.

(2) Stroke PlayThe playegets thegeneral penalty(two penalty strokeg and mustcorrect
the mistake by playing a ball from inside tleeing area

1 The ball played from outside theeing areas notin play.

1 Thatstrokeand any more strokelsefore the mistake is correcte@cludingstrokes
made andanypenalty strokesolely from playing that bgltdo not count.

1 If the player does not correct the mistake before malkarsgroketo begin another

hole or, for the finalhole of theround before returninghis or herscorecargdthe
playeris disqualified
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6.2 Playing Ball from Teeing Area

a. When Teeing Area Rules Apply

Theteeing areaRules in Rule 6.2b apply whenever a player is required or allowed to play a
ball fromthe teeingarea This includes when:

1 The player is starting play of the hole (see Rule 6.1),
1 The player will play again frothe teeing areaunder a Rule (see Rule &4.or

T ¢KS LI I 8ispkkirkthedekirigfareaafter astrokeor afterthe player has
takenrelief.

This Rule applies only the teeing areahe player must play from in starting the hole he or
she is playing, not to any other teeing locations ond¢barse(whether on the same hole or
a different hole).

b. Teeing Area Rules

(1) WhenBallls inTeeing Area

1 Aballis inthe teeing areawhenany part of the ball touclesor isaboveany part of
the teeing area

1 The player may stand outsidiee teeing areain making thestrokeat a ball in the
teeing area

(2) Ball MayBe Teedr Played from Ground he ball must be played from either:

1 Ateeplaced in or on the ground, or
1 The ground itself.

For purposesf this Rule the égrounck includessand or other naturaiaterialsput in place
to set thetee or ball on

The player must not makesirokeat a ball on a nostonformingtee or a ball teed in a way
not allowed by this Rule.

Penalty for Breach of Rulé.2b(2)
1 Penalty for irst breachfrom single act or related act&eneralPenalty.
1 Penalty for econdbreachunrelatedto first breach Disqualification
(3)Certain Conditions in Teeing Area MBsimproved Before making atroke the player

maytake these actions in theeeing areao improvethe conditions affecting the strokisee
Rule 8.18)):
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91 Alter thesurface of theground inthe teeing areasuch as by making an indentation
with a club or foot)

1 Move, bend or break grass, weealsd other natural objects that are attached or
growing in the ground ithe teeing area

1 Removeor press down sandndsoil in theteeing areaand
1 Remove dew, frosindwater inthe teeing area

Butthe player gets thgeneral penaltyif he or sheakes any other action tonprovethe
conditions affectinghe strokein breach of Rule 8.1a.

(4) Restriction on Moving TearkersWhen Playing from Teeing Area

1 The location of the tegnarkers is set by th€Eommitteeto define eackteeing area
and should remain in that same location for all players who will play fromtéeang
area

1 If the playerimprovesthe conditions affecting the strokey moving any such tee
marker before playing from theeeing areahe or she gets thgeneral penaltyfor
breach of Rule 8.1a(1).

In all other situations, the teenarkers ardreated as regulamovable obstructionghat may
be removed as allowed iRule 15.2.

(5)Ballls Not in Play Until Stroke Made Whether the ball is teed or on the grounghen
starting a hole oplaying again fronthe teeing areaunder a Rule

1 The balis notin playuntil the player makes strokeat it, and
1 The ball may be lifted anovedwithout penalty before thestrokeis made.

If a teed ball falls off théee or is knocked off theéee by the player before the player has
made astrokeat it, it may be reteed anywhere in theeeing areawithout penalty.

But if the player makes atrokeat that ball while it is falling or after it has fallen off, there is
no penalty, thestrokecounts and the ball is play.

(6) When Ball in Play Lies in Teeing Atethe f | & S NilDpdayisinlthie feeing areaafter
astroke(such as a teed ball aftersérokethat missed the ball) or after taking relief, the
player may:

1 Lift ormovethe ballwithout penalty(see Rule 914 Exception 1)and

1 Play that ball or mother ball from anywhere ithe teeing areafrom atee or the
ground under (2), including playing the ball as it lies.

6.3 Ball Used in Play of Hole

Purpose A hole is played as a progression of strokes made from the teeing area to the
putting greenand into the hole. After teeing off, the player is normally required to play the
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same ball until the hole is completethe player gets a penalty for making a stroke at a
wrong ball or asubstituted ballwhen substitution is not allowed by the Rules.

a. Hding Out with Same Ball Played from Teeing Area

A player may play any conforming ball when starting a hole tfmeeing areaand may
change balls between two holes.

The player mushole outwith the same ball played frorhe teeing areaexceptwhen:
1 That ball idostor comes to resout of boundsor
1 The playesubstitutesanother ball (whether or not allowed to do so).
The player should putraeidentifyingmark on the ball to be played (see Rule 7.2).
b. Substitution of Another Ball Whil®laying Hole
(1) When Player Is Allowed and Not Allowed to Substitute Another@aliain Rules allow a

player to change the ball he or she is using to play a hokubstitutinganother ball as the
ballin play, and others do not:

1 Whentakingrelief undera Rule, including when eithéroppinga ball or placing a
ball (such as when a ball will not staythre relief areaor when taking relief on the

putting greer), the playemayuse either the original ball or another ball (Rule
14 3a),

1 When playing again from where a previaisokewas made, the player may use
either the original ball or another ball (Rule 14.6), and

1 Whenreplacinga ball on a spot, the player is not allowedsiabstitutea ball and
must use the original ball, with gain exceptions (Rule 14ap

(2) Substituted Ball Becomes Ball in Pidfhena playersubstitutesanother ballasthe ball
in play(see Rule 14.4)

91 The original ball is no longém play, even if it is at rest on theourse

" This is true everf the player.

U Substituted another ball for the original ballvhen not allowed by the Rules
(whether or not the player realizkthat he or she wasubstitutinganother ball),
or

U Replaceddroppedor placedthe substitutedball (1) in awrong place (2) in a
wrong way or (3) by using a procedure that does not apply.

9 For how to correct any error before playing thebstitutedball, see Rule 14.5.
L¥ GKS L F@SNRa 2NARIAYLFf pukandtheralit playt@take 6 SSy ¥
strokeand-distancerelief (see Ruke 17.1d18.1, 18.2b and 19.2eor as allowed under a
Rule that appliesvhenit isknown or virtually certainvhat happened to the ball (see Rules
6.3¢,9.6, 11.2c15.2b, 16.1e and 17.1c):
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1 The player must continuglaying with the substitutedball, and

1 The player must not play the original ball even if it is found oncthesebefore the
end of the threeminute search time (see Rule 18.2a(1)).

(3) Making Stroke at Incorrectly Substituted BHlaplayer makes a strokeat an incorrectly
substitutedball:

1 The playegets thegeneral penalty

1 Instroke playthe player musthen play out the hole with the incorrectlgubstituted
ball.

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related.acts, seelRBgl@).
c. Wrong Ball

(1) Making Stroke at Wrong Bali player must not makesirokeat awrong ball

Exceptiong Ball Moving in Water There/is no penalty if a player makestakeat awrong
ball that is moving in water in penalty areaor intemporary water

i Thestrokedoes not count, and

1 The player must correct the mistake under the Rules by playing the right ball from its
original spot oy taking relief under the Rules

Penalty for Playing Wrong Ballin Breach of Re3c(1) GeneralPenalty.
In match play

 If the playerandpponentLJt I & SI OK 2GKSNRA& ol ff RdzZNAy3
to make astrokeat awrong ballgets thegeneral penalty(loss of holg.

1 __If it is.not known whiclwrong ballwas played first, there is no penalty and the hole
must be played out with the balls exchanged.

In stroke playthe player must correct the mistak®y continuing play with the original ball
by playing it as it liesr taking reliefunder the Rules

1 Thestrokemadewith the wrong balland any more strokelsefore the mistake is
corrected(includingstrokesmade andany penalty strokesolely from playing that
ball) do not count.

1 If the playerdoes not correct the mistake before makiagtroketo begin another
hole or, for the final hole of thaound, beforereturning his or herscorecargthe
playeris disqualified

(2 KIFG G2 52 2 KWSagPlayed bydnstivDPiayead Wrdng Balllf it is s
known or virtually certain KI ¢ U0KS L FeSNXRa olFtf wdn@a LI I € SR
ball, the player musteplacethe original ball or aother ball on the original spot (which if

not known must be estnated)(see Rule 14.2)
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This applies whetheor notthe original ball has been found.
d. When PlayeMay Play MoreThanOne Ball at a Time
A playemayplay more than one ball at a time on a hole only when:

1 Playing grovisional bal(which will either become the bal playor be abandoned,
as provided in Rule 18.3c), or

1 Playing two balls istroke playto correct a possiblserious breacim playing from a
wrong placegsee Rule 141) or when uncertain about the right procedure tige
(see Rule 20.1¢c(3)).

6.4 Order of Play When Playing Hole

Purpose Rule 6.4 covers tharder of playthroughout a hole, The order of play from the
teeing area depends on who has thenour, and after that iIStbased onwhich ball is farthest
from the hole.

U In match play, the order of playfigndamental if a player plays‘out of turn, the
opponent maycancel that strokand make the\player play again.

U In stroke play, there is no penaltyfoeying out ofuragand players are both
Ifft28SR | yR Sy O2ydzNJcInELHS, tmp&yoh.ﬂfoﬂtwnna%l Re 32f
and responsible way.

a. Match Play
(1) Order of PlayThe player.andpponentmust play in this order:
1 Starting First HoleAt the first hole, thenonouris decided by the order of the draw

set by theCommitteeor, if there is no draw, bggreement oiby using aandom
method (such as tossing a coin)

M Starting All Gher Holes

U The player who.wins a hole has thenourat the nextteeing area

U If the hole was tied, the player with tHeonourat the previoudeeing areakeeps
it.

U “If aplayer makes a timely ruling request (deale 20.1bjhat has not yet been
decided by theCommitteeand could affectwho hasthe honouron the next hole,
the honouris decided by agreement or by using a random method.

9 After Both Players Start a Hole

U The balthat isfarther from the hole igo be played first.
U If the balls are the same distance from theleor their relative distances are not

known, the ball to be played first is decided by agreenwarity using aandom
method.
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QhLIR2ySyid al & /1 yOSt tf|.&®GeudygerplaysWiehiBvaa I RS h
the 2 LJLJZ yt8ry tO 0 there is no penaltyput the opponentmay cancel thetroke

1 This must be done promptly and before either player makes anattreke When
the opponentcancels thestroke he or shecannotwithdraw the cancdétion.

1 If the opponentcancels thestroke the player must, when it is his or her turn to play,
playaball from where thastrokewas made (see Rule 14.6).

1 If the opponentdoes not cancel thetroke the strokecounts and théball isin play
andmustbe played as it lies.

Exceptiong Playing Out of Turdby Agreementto Save TimeTo save time

1 Theplayer may invite th@pponentto play out of turnor-may agree to the
2 LILJZ Yy r8guestQaplay out of turn

1 If the opponentthen makes thestrokeout of turn, the playeras giverup the right
to cancel thestroke

SeeRule 236 (order of play inFourBall).
b. Stroke Play
(1) Normal Order of Play

1 Starting First HoléThehonourat the firstteeing areas decided by the order of the
draw set by theCommitteeor, if there is no draw, bggreement oy using a
randommethod (such as tossing a coin)

M Starting All Gher Holes

U The player in the group with the lowest gross score at a hole halsdheurat
the nextteeing area the player with the second lowegtossscore should play
next; and so on.

u - If two or more players have the same score at a hole, they should play in the
same order as at the previotseing area

t_~Thehonouris based on gross scores, even madicapcompetition.

1 After All Players Hav@tarted a Hole

U The balthat isfarthest from theholeshould be played first.

U If two or more balls are the same distance from ti@e or their relative
distances are not knowrthe ball to be played first should be decided by
agreementor by using aandommethod.

Thereis no penaltyif a player plays out of turrexceptthat if two or more players agree to

play out of turn to give one of them an advantagech of themgets thegeneral penalty
(two penalty strokes.
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(2) Playing Out of Turim aSafe and Responsible Wayd w S | R &Play@r® ard bioth &
allowed and encouraged to play out of turn in a safe and responsible way, such as when:

1 Two or more players agree to do so for convenience or to save time,

¢! LXF&@SNDRna ol tf oOdstaafrom thehdeBni the flaye@ S NE & K 2
wishes toholeout, or
1 Anindividual player is ready and able to play before another player whose turn it is
to play underthe normal order of play il), so long as in playing out of turn the
player does not endager, distract or interfere with any other player.
But if the player whose turn it is to play under (1) is ready and able to play and indicates
that he or she wants to play first, other plageshould generally wait until that player has
played.
A playershould not play out of turn to gain an advantage over other players.
c. When Player Will Play Provisional Ball or Another Ball from Teeing Area

The order of playn this casas for all other players in the group to make their fisstokeon
the hole before the player plays thgrovisional balbr another ball fronthe teeing area

If more than one player will playmovisional balbr another ball fronthe teeing areathe
order of play is the same order as before.

For aprovisional bd or another ball played out of turn, see Rules 6.4a(2) and 6.4b.

d. WhenPlayerTakesRelief or Wil Play Provisional Balrbm AnywhereExceptTeeing Area
The order of playinder Rules 6.4a(1) and 6.4b{d)hese twocasess:
(1) Taking Relief t®lay Bl from a Different Plac& hanWherelt Lies

1 When Player Becomes Awaiteaf He or ShésRequired to Tak8trokeand-Distance
Relief ThelLJt | eosié&NIf Pplay is based dihne spotwherehis or herprevious
strokewas made.

9 When Player Ha€hoice to Play Ball as It Lies or Take Relief

U TheLJ | eoRI&IXPlay is based ahe spotwhere the original ball lieévhich
if not known must be estimatedqgee Rule 14.2)

U This applies even when the player has already decidéakistrokeand
distancerelief or to take relief to playirom a different placghanwhere the
original ball liegsuch as when the original ball is ipenalty aresor will be
treated as unplayable)

(2) Paying Rovisional BallThe order of play is fdahe player to play therovisional ball
right after making the previoustrokeand before anyone else plays a baltcept

1 When starting a hole frorthe teeing area(see Rule 6.4c), or
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1 When the playewaits before deciding to play@rovisional bal(in which case the
LJ | eosid&NIf Pplay once he or she has decided to plagravisional ballis based
onthe spotwherethe previousstrokewasmade).

6.5 Completing Play of a Hole

A player has completed a hole:
1 Inmatch playwhen:
U The playeholesout or the playef @ext strokeis conceded, or
U The result of the hole is decided (such as whendpgonentconcedes the hole, the
2 LILJ2 Yy seofdifd® the hole itower than the player possibly coultake or the
player oropponentgets thegeneral pendty (loss of holg).

1 Instroke playwhen the playeholes outunder Rule 3.3c.

SeeRules 21.1H(), 21.2b(Q), 21.3bQ) and 233c (whenaplayer hasompleteda holein
other forms ofstroke playor in FourBall).
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lll. Playing the Ball (Rules 7-11)
Rule 7 z Ball Search: Finding and Identifying Ball

Purpose Rule 7 allows the player to take reasonable acttorfairly searchor his or her
ball in play after each stroke.

U But the player still must be careful, as a penalty will apphlyeifplayeracts
excessively and causes improvement to the conditions affecting his or her next
stroke.

U The player gets no penalty if the ball is accidentally mavgging taxfind ondentify
it, but must then replace the ball on its original spot

7.1 How to Fairly Search for Ball

a. Player May Take Reasonable Actions to Find and Identify Ball
Aplayer is responsible for finding his or-her balplayafter eachstroke

Theplayer may fairly search for the ball by taking reasenable actions to find and identify it,
such as:

1 Moving sand and water, and

1 Moving or bending grass, bushes, tree branches and other growing or attached
natural objects, an@lsobreaking such objectfut only if suchbreakingis a result
of other reasonable‘actions taken to find or identify the ball.

If taking such reasonable actions as part of a fair seianphovesthe conditions affecting
the stroke

1 There is.no penaltynder Rule 8.4if the improvementresults from a fair search.

§ Butif the improvementresults from actions that exceeded what was reasonable for
a fair search, the playegets thegeneral penaltyfor breach of Rule 8&l

In trying to find and identify the ball, the player may remdwese impedimentas allowed
in Rule 15.5nd may removenovable obstructionas allowed irRule 15.2.

0P 2KIFG.G2 52 LT {!I yRIsMovel WAl& Rryhg to Fidd Sidestify Itt £ I & S N

1 The player must rereate the originalie in the sandput may leave a small part of the
ball visible if the ball had been covered by sand.

1 If the player plays the ball without having-ceeated the originalie, the player gets the
generalpenalty.

7.2 How to Identify Ball

I LXFre&SNna olff G NBad Yreé 6S ARSYGAFASR Ay
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By the player or anyone else seeing a ball come to rest in circumstances where it is
1y2¢6y (G2 06S (GKS LXIFI@SNDRa olffo

L& a48S8SAy3 (i KS rdtkbrite NAl ee RASHBEHA F & A Y 3

=

1 Byfindinga ball withthe samebrand, model, number and conditidn a GKS LI | e SN
balAy +y | NBI ¢ KSNB GKS (bft thi® ddeéct appiytiffadi A & S
identical balisin the same area and therem® way to know which one is the
LX I e SNQa ol ft

Ifl LJX lprdvBididal daltannot be distinguished from his or heriginal ball, see Rule
18.3c(2).

7.3 Lifting Ball to Identify It
If a ball mightbeaLJt | @ SNRa ol ff odzilie® yy23G 6S ARSY(GATA
1 The player may lift the ball to identify(including by rotating it)but:

1 The spot of the balinustfirst be marked, andthe ball mustnot be cleared more
than needed to identify ifexcepton the putting green) (see Rule 14.1).

L¥ GKS f ATFGSRaldNX Fy 2 aK BaRJIS mifsikb@&ep| &RENhds original
spot(see Rule 14.2)

If the player lifts his or her balinder this Rulevhennot reasonah} necessary tadentify it
(excepton theputting greenwhere the player may lift under Rule 18)1fails tomarkthe
spot of theball before lifting it or cleans it when not allowetie playergetsone penalty

stroke.

Penalty for Playing Incorrectly Substituted Ball or Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rul&.3. GeneralPenaltyunder Rule 6.3b or 14.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
7.4 Ball-Accidentally Moved in Trying to Find or Identify It

Thereisnopenalty ¥ (G KS LJX I & S NXbvedby thefplayerdppsnéhOi RSy G | £ £ &
anyone else while trying to finar identifyit.

If this happensthe ball must beeplacedon its original spot (which if not known must be
estimated)(see Rule 14.2)n doing so:

1 If the ball wason, under or against anynmovable obstructioyintegral object
boundary objecbr growing or attached natural objedhe ball must beeplacedon
its original spot on, under or against such object (see Rulx)4.

1 If the ball was covered by sand, the origil@aimust be recreated and the balnust
bereplacedn thatlie (see Rule 12d(1)).Butthe player may leave a small part of
the ball visiblevhen doing so

See also Rule 15.1a (restriction on deliberately removing cddase impedimentbefore
replacingball).
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Penalty for Breach of Rulé.4: GeneralPenalty.
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Rule 8 z Course Played as It Is Found

Purpose Rule 8 covers eentral principle of th@ | YSY aLJ &8 GKS O2dz2NBS |
2 KSy GKS LJXIF&@SNRna olftf O02YSa GzondiBa i KS 2NJ
affecting the strokeand not improvehem before playing the balHowever, a player may

take certain reasonable actions evenhty improve those conditionand there ardimited
circumstances where conditions may be restored without penalty after they have been

improved or worsened.

8.1 Player® Actions That Improve Conditions Affecting the Stroke

¢2 AdzZlILI2 NI GKS toNdeyDAER & PAYRLAGDEE GKBAA wdzf S

may do toimprovel yeé 2T U K S cosditiciiNEfecthgha sidkee @nywhere on or
off the cours@ for the nextstrokethe playerwill make

M Thelie2 ¥ GKS LIl eSNRa ol ftf 34 NB

aux
T ¢KS FINBI 2F (Ksfanck) @ SNR&a AyuSyRSR
T ¢KS INBI 2F (KS LI I &8SNRaA AYiSYRSR agiy3ax
T ¢ KS Liine of flay@rd

1 Therelief areawhere the player wildropor place a ball.

This Rulepplies to actions takehoth during aroundandwhile play is stopped under Rule
5.7a.

It does not apply to

1 The removal ofoose impedimentsr movable obstructionswhich is allowed to the
extent provided in Rul&5, or

1 AnaOlGAz2y GF 1Sy ¢ Kihndion)whithsdoge@dNd Ruled 1. f f
a. Actions That Are Not Allowed

Exceptin the limited ways allowed in Rules 8.1b, ¢ and plager must not take any of
these actions if theymprovethe conditions affectinghe stroke

(1) Move, bend or break any:
1 Growing orattached natural object,
1 Immovableobstruction integral objector boundary objector
1 Teemarkerfor the teeing areawhen playing a ball from thaeeing area

(2) Mow aloose impedimenor movable obstructiomto position (such as to buildstance
or to improvethe line of play.

(3) Alter the surface of the ground, including by:
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1 Replacing divots in a divot hole,

1 Removingr pressing down divots thdttave already been replaced or other cut turf
that is already in place, or

1 Creating or eliminating holes, indentations or uneven surfaces.
(4) Remove or press dovaand orloosesoil.
(5) Remove dew, frost or water.
Penalty for Breach of Ruld.1a GeneralPenalty.
b. ActionsThat AreAllowed

In preparing for or making stroke a player may take any of these actions ahdre is no
penaltyeven if doing samprovesthe conditions affectinghe stroke

(1) Fairly search for his or her balltaking reasonable actions to find and identify it (see
Rule 7.1a).

(2) Take reasonable actions to remole®se impedimentésee Rule 15.1) andovable
obstructionysee Rule 15.2).

(3) Take reasonable actionsntarkthe spot of a ball and to lift angeplacethe ball under
Rules 14.1 and 14.2.

(4) Ground the club lightly right in front of or right behitiae ball
But this does not allow
1 Pressing theclub on the ground, or

1 When a ballsin abunker, touching the sand right in front of eight behind the ball
(seeRule12.2(1)).

(5) Firmly place the feet in takingséance including a reasonable amount of digging in with
the feet in sandr loosesoil

(6) Fairly take atanceby taking reasonable actions to get to the ball and talstaace
Butwhen doing so the player:

1 Is not entitled to a normadtanceor swing, and

1 Must use the least intrusive course of action to deal with the particsitaation.
(7) Make astrokeor the backswing for atrokewhich is then made.

Butwhen the ballsin abunker, touching the sand in thbunkerin taking the backswing is
not allowedunder Rule 12.2().

(8) In theteeing area

45


http://www.usga.org/Rule-Books/Rules-of-Golf/Definitions/#Addressing-The-Ball
http://www.usga.org/Rule-Books/Rules-of-Golf/Definitions/#Stroke

New Rulesof Golf for 2019

1 Place aeein or on the ground (see Rule26(2)),
1 Move, bend or break any growing or attached natural object (see Rule 6.2b(3)), and

1 Alter the surface of the groundemove or press down sarahd soil,or remove
dew, frost or water (see Rule 6.@&)).

(9) In abunker, smooth sando care for thecourseafter a ball played from thbunkeris
outsidethe bunker(see Rule 12143)).

(10) On theputting green remove sand and loose soil and repair damage (see RBule).
(12) Move a natural object to see if it is loose.

But if the object is found to be growing or attached, it must stay attached and be returned
as nearly as possible to its original position.

c. Avoiding Penalty by Restoring Conditions ImproviedBreach oRule8.1a(1)or 8.142)

If a player hagmprovedthe conditions affectinghe strokeby moving, bending or breaking
an object in breach of Rule 8.1a(1) or moving an object into position in breach of Rule
8.1a(2)

1 There is no penalty if, before making the nextoke the player eliminates that
improvenent by restoring the original conditiona the ways allowedin (1) and (2)
below.

1 Butif the playerimprovesthe conditions affectinghe strokeby taking any of the
other actions covered by R@8&.1a(3}(5), he or she cannot avoid penalty by
restoring the original conditions.

(1) How to Restore Conditions Improved by Moving, Bending or Breaking .@géute
makingthe stroke the player may avoid penalty for breach of Rule 8.1a(1) by resttireng
original objectas nearly as possible to its original position so thattpeovementcreated
by thebreachis eliminated such as by:

9 Replacing &oundary objec{such as &oundary stakgthat had been removed or
movingthe boundaryobjectback into its original position after it had been pushed
to a different angle, or

1 Returning a tree brancbr grasspr animmovable obstructiomo its original position
after it had been moved.

But the player cannot avoid penalty:

1 If theimprovements rot eliminated (such as whenlmundary objecor branch has
been bent or broken in a significant way so that it cannot be returned to the original
position), or

1 By usincganything other than the original object itseif trying to restore conditions,
suchas:
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U Using a differenbr additionalobject (for example, placing a different stake in a
hole from which a boundary stake had been removed or tying a moved branch
into place), or

U Using other materials to repair the original object (for example, using tape to
repair a brokerboundaryobjector branch).

(2)How to Restore Conditions Improved by Moving an Object into PoBdoremaking
the stroke the player may avoid penalty foreach of Rule 8.1a(2) by removing the object
that was moved into position.

Restoring Conditions Worsened After Ball Came to Rest
If the conditions affectinghe strokeare worsened aftealLJt @ SN & ot f O YS
(1) When Restoration of Worsened Conditiéssllowed If theconditionsaffecting the

strokeare worsened by any person other than the player or byaammalor artificial object
without penaltyunder Rule 8.1#he player may:

1 Restore the originatonditions as nearly as possible

1 Markthe spotof the ballandlift, clean andeplacethe ball on its eriginal spdsee
Rules 14.1 and 14.3j it isreasonabé to do sao restore the original conditions or
if material ended up on-the ball when tleenditions were worsened

1 If the worsened conditions cannot be easily restored, lift egylacethe ball by
placing iton the nearest spot (not nearer theole) that (1) has the most similar
conditions affectinghe strokg (2) is withinone club-lengthof its original spot, and
(3) is in the samarea ofthe courseas that spot.

Exceptiong Lie of Ball WorsenediVhen orAfter a Ballls Lifted or Movedand Before Itis
ReplacedThisis covered by Rule 124, unlessthe lie wasworsenedwhen play was
stoppedand the ball was lifted in which case this Rule applies.

(2) When Restoration of Worsened Conditiéiot Allowed If the conditions affecting the
strokeare worsened byhe player by a natural objecbr by natural forcessuch as wind or
water, the player must namprovethose worsened conditions breach of Rule 8.1a
(exceptas allowed in RuB.1c(), 8.1cR) and Rule 13d.

Penalty for Playing Incorrectly Substituted Ball or Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach'of Rul&.1d GeneralPenaltyunder Rule 6.3b ot4.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).

See Rules 22 (@ Foursomeseither partner may act for theside and action by theartner
is treated as action of the playeBd3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside

and action by theartnerO2 Yy OSNY A y 3 (i Ke§uipin¥nks &éatddna actioh df f 2 NJ
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a. When Rule 8.2 Applies

CKAA wdzZ S 2yte O20SNE I LXF@SNDRa RStAOSNIGS
hisor her ball at rest ostroketo be made.

¢tKAa wdzZ S R2Sa y2i4 lFLLIXe G2 | LXF&easSNna | OlAz

1 Deliberately deflect or stop his or her own ball or to deliberately alter any physical
conditions to affect where the ball might come to rest (which is covéne&ules
11.2 and 11.3), or

T ! £ 4SSN (i Kdhditiodfs affecBrigIheé strok@vhich is covered by Rule 8.1a).
b. Prohibited Actions to AlteOther Physical Conditions

A player must not deliberately take any actions listed in Rule &d@eptas allowed in Rule
8.1b, c or d) to alter anguch othermphysical conditions to affect:

1 2KSNBE (KS LX I &SNRa ol f tisoriemdkistrokearaz NJ 02 Y S
later stroke or

T 2KSNE GKS L)X I &@SNRa ol tf  Imbvesi@oieiihestokd K i 3 2
is made (for example, when the ball is on a steep slope and the player is concerned
that it might roll into a bush).

Exceptiong Actions to Care for the Coursd&here is no penaltynder this Rulef the player
altersanysuch other physical conditions to care for tb@urse(such as smoothing
footprints in abunkeror replacing a divot in a divot hole).

Penalty for Breach of Rulg.2. GeneralPenalty.
See Rules 22 (nh Foursomeseither partner may act for thesideand action by thepartner

is treated as action of the playeB3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside
and action byghgartnerO2y OS N} A Yy 3 U Ke§uipin¥nts &reatddna actioh df £ 2 NJ

the player)
P8a 01 AUAOS O $ AdAkeAFhgsibadBonditidndta AffleddAnother
0 1 A'UBaa@ Rest or Stroke to Be Played
a. When Rule 8.3 Applies

CKAE wdzA S 2yfeée O20SNE | LI &SNRa RSftAOSNI GS
Fy20KSNJ LI | & SshidReio bé maldeby tHatiothéd Blaydér 2 NJ
LG R2Sa y20 lLL)Xe G2 | LXIFeSNRa FOdA2ya (2 F
motion or to deliberately alter any physical conditions to affetiere the ball might come
to rest (which is covered by Rgl11.2 and 11.3).

b. Prohibited Actions to Alter Other Physical Conditions

A player must not deliberately take any of the actions listed in Rule 8xt&tas allowed
in Rule 8.1bc or g to:
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1 Improveor worsenthe conditions affectinghe strokeof another player, or
1 Alter anyother physical conditions to affect:

U 2KSNB Fy2G0KSNJ LX Fe@SNRa olFftf YAIKG I2 2N
strokeor a laterstroke or

| f fmoviesbefoleB & 0 Y A 3

(@]

U 2KSNB Fy20KSNJ LX I @ SND &
the strokeis made.

Exceptiong Actions to Care for the Cours&here is no penaltynder this Rulef the player
altersanysuchother physical condition$o care for thecourse(such as smoothing
footprints in abunkeror replacing a divot in a divot hole).

Penalty for Breach of Rul8.3: GeneralPenalty.
See Rules 22.@n Foursomeseither partnermay act for thesideand action by theartner
is treated as action of the playef3.5b(in FourBall githerpartnermay act for theside

and action by theartnerO2 y OS N/ Awhd i Ke§uiphints&eatddna actioh df £ 2 NJ
the player)
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Rule 9 z Ball Played as It Lies; Ball at Rest Lifted or Moved

PurposeRule 9 coveraOS Y (i NI £ LINAYOALX 61 2F GESAHI ¥8§¥aPEX

U LT GKS LIXIFeSNna ol ff OgawdldorcésichdPaandorl Yy R A &

water, the player normally must play it from its new spot.

U If a ball at rest idgifted or movedby anyone or angutside influence before the ske
Is made the ball must beeplacedon its original spot.

U Players should take care when near any ball at sesda player who causes his or
KSNJ 2oy oFtt 2N Iy adihdlygeba/penally (except on thel 2
putting green).

Rule Sapplies to a balin playat rest on thecourse and applies both duringr@undand while
play is stoppedinder Rule 5.7a

9.1 Ball Played as It Lies
a. Playing Ball from Where It Came to Rest

ALJ | & S NtieatondHe dofirsemust be played as it lieexceptwhen the Rulesequire
or allow the player:

1 To play a ball from another place on tbeurse or
1 To lift a ball and themneplaceit on its original spot.
b. What to Do When Ball MoveBuring Backswing or Stroke

IfalLJt I & S NI & begihsimbvindafiiér thid Blayer has begun thetrokeor the
backswing for atrokeand theplayergoeson to make thestroke

1 The balimustnot be replaced no matter what caused it tmove
1 Instead, the player must play the ball from where it comes to af&r the stroke
i If the player caused the ball tnove see Rule 9.4b to find out if there is a penalty.

Penalty:for Playing Incorrectly Substituted Ball ¢tlaying Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rule 9:1GeneralPenaltyunderRule 6.3b orl4.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
9.2 Deciding Whether Ball Moved and What Caused It to Move
a. Deciding Whether Ball Moved

I LJ I & S NXisatreaidd asthavingnoveddhBy ifi it isknown or virtually certaithat it
did.

If the ball might havenovedbut this is notknown or virtually certainit is treated as not
havingmovedand must be played as it lies.
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b. Deciding What Caused Ball to Move
2 KSyYy | LlatrésBhhgngvedo | f f
9 1t must be decided what caused it ioove

1 Thisdetermines whethethe playermustreplacethe ball or playt as it lies and
whether there is a penalty.

(1) Four Possible Causd$ie Rules recognize only four possible causes for a ball at rest that
movesbefore the player makes stroke

1 Natural forcessuch as wind or water (see Rule 9.3),
f ¢KS LX I @ SNE A yoaddidgsea RUR 9.4)KS LJ & SNRa
f Theopponentin match play including the2 LILJ2 y Ggflie(§ea Rule 9.5), or
1 Anoutside influenceincluding any other player stroke play(see Rule 9.6).
See Rules 22.@n Foursomeseither partner may act fonthesideand action by theartner
is treated as action of the playe3.5b(in FourBall, eitherpartner may act for theside
and action by thepartnerO 2 YO S NI/ Ay 3 U Ke§uipin¥nts &eatddna actioh df £ 2 NJ
the player).

OHYY DoY 2NJ + ANIdzZ f fe /SNIFEAYE {idGFYyRINR FT2N 5

1 The player, th@pponentor anoutside influencés treated as having caused the ball
to moveonly if it isknown or virtually certaito be the cause

1 Ifitis notknown. or virtually certaithat at least one of theswas the cause, the ball
is treated as having beanoved bynatural forces

In applying this standard, all reasonably available information must be considered, which
means all information the player kma or can get witlieasonable effort and without
unreasonaby delaying play
9.3 Ball Moved by Natural Forces
If natural forcegsuch as wind or water) causd.Jt | & S Btleat tombvé f
1 There is no penalfyand
1 The ball must be played from itew spot.
Exceptiong Ball on Putting Green Must Be Replaced If It Movdter Having Already Been
Lifted and Replaced (see Rule 18)1L ¥ 0 KS LIJ | e@tMdxieenontovedfter2 y U K S
the player had already lifted améplacedthe ballon the spotfrom which itmoved

1 The ball must beeplacedon its original spot (which if not known must be
estimated)(see Rule 14.2)

1 This is trueno matter what caused it tonove(includingnatural forces.
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Penalty for Playindncorrectly Substituted Ball or Playingall from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rul®.3: GeneralPenaltyunder Rule5.3b orl4.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
9.4 Ball Lifted or Moved by Player

This Rule applies only when ikisown or virtually certaithat a player (including the
LJ | ec&itidlidied his or her ball at rest or caused itrtmve

a. When Lifted or Moved Ball Must Be Replaced

If the player lifts his or her ball at rest causes it tanove the ball must beeplacedon its
original spot (which if not known must be estimatéd@¢e Rule 14.2¢xcept

1 When the player lifts the ballnder a Rul¢o take relief or toreplacethe ball on a
different spot (see Rules 12 and 142¢), or

1 When the ballnovesonly after the player has begun tistrokeor the backswing for
astrokeand thengoeson to make thestroke(see Rule 9.1b).

b. Penalty forLifting or Deliberately Touching Batir Causing It.to'Move

If the player lifts or deliberately touches his or her ball at m@stauses it tanove the
playergetsone penalty stroke

But there are fourexceptions

Exception 1¢ Player Allowed to Lifor Move Ball There is no penalty whetie player
lifts the ballor causes it tanoveunder aRule that

1 Allows the ball to be lifted and themplacedon its original spot,
1 Requires anovedball to bereplacedon its original spot, or

9 Requires or kows the playeto dropor place a ball again @o play a balfrom a
different place

Exception 2; Accidental Movement Before Bals Found There is no penalty whethe
playeraccidentallycauses the ball tmovewhile trying to find or identify it (see Rule 7.4).

Exception 3; Accidental Movement on Putting GreefThere is no penalty whethe
player accidentallgauses the ball tmoveon the putting green(see Rule 13d), no matter
how that happens

Exception 4 Accidental MovementAnywhere Excepbn Putting Greenwhile
Applying RuleThere is no penalty whethe playeraccidentallycauses the ball tonove
anywhere except othe putting greenwhile taking reasonable actions to

1 Markthe spot of the ball ofift or replace the ball, when allowed to do so (see Rules
14.1 and 12),

1 Removea movableobstruction(see Rule 15.2),
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1 Restoreworsened conditionswhen allowed to do s¢see Rule 8.1d),

1 Take relief under a Rule, including in determinivtiether relief is available under a
Rule (such as swinging a club to see if there is interferéooe a conditior), or
whereto take relief(such as determining theearest point of complete religor

1 Measureunder aRule(such as to decide the order of play under Rule 6.4).

Penalty for Playindncorrectly Substituted Ball or Playingall from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rul®.4: GeneralPenaltyunder Rule5.3b orl4.7a

If multiple Rule breache®sult from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
9.5 Ball Lifted or Moved by Opponent in Match Play

This Rule applies only when itdsown or virtually certaitthat the opponent(including the .
2 LILR y&aoolig) tadald | @ SNDa ol £t “méve NBAG 2NJ OF dza SR A

If theopponent L I @ & (1 KS Liurong KaiNtiadis covered by Ruge 6.8c(1), not by
this Rule.

a. When Lifted or Moved Ball Must Be Replaced

If the opponentlifts ormovesii KS LI @ SNQA o f frepladedolNiSBa (i > (G KS ¢
original spot (which if not known must be estimatéd@¢e Rule 14.2¢xcept

1 When theopponentis conceding atroke hole orthe match (see Rule 3b), or

f When theopponentlifisormovesii KS ot G GKS LX I &SNDa NE
intendsto apply a Rulé¢o take relief or toreplacethe ball on a different spot.

b. Penalty for Lifting or Deliberately Touching Ball Causing It to Move

If theopponentt A Fia 2NJ RSt A0 SNI (St &ordapsadtkoBo¥e theK S LI |
opponentgetsone penalty stroke

Butthere are severagxceptions

Exception Ich LILI2 Yy Sy & ! f f 2 4 S R: Theg is[nd\penalty iliehe®d S NDa . | f
opponentlifts the ball:

1 Whenconceding atroke a hole or the match to the playgor

f Al GKS L IF&@SNDna NBljdsSado

ExceptonXal NJ Ay3 I yR [AFTUAYy3 tfl &SNIhareisltfft 2y
no penaltywhen theopponentmarksthe spot ofi KS LJX | andliNskén the pufttirfg
greenin the mistaken belief that it is th2 LILJ2 Yy &wf ial a

Exception 3 Same Exceptions as for the Play&here is ngenalty whenthe
opponentaccidentally causes the ball tmovewhile taking any of the actions covered by
Exception2, 3 or 4 in Rule 9.4b

Penalty for Playindncorrectly Substituted Ball or Playingall from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rul®.5: GeneralPenaltyunder Rule5.3b orl4.7a
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If multiple Rule breaches result fronsagle act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
9.6 Ball Lifted or Moved by Outside Influence

If it isknown or virtually certaithat anoutside influencgincluding another player istroke
playor another ball)ifted ormovedl LJ | e:SNX& o f €

1 There imo penalty and

1 The ball must beeplacedon its original spot (which if not known must be
estimated)(see Rule 14.2)

This applies whether or nottheJf @ SN&a ol f.f KFa 0SSy F2dzyR
Butif it is notknown or virtually certaithat the ball wadifted or movedby anoutside
influenceand the ball idost, the player mustake strokeand-distancerelief under Rule

18.2

If the playea o f f  Avidng Ibiflidy &anStRer plagier, that is covered by Rule
6.3c(1), not by this Rule.

Penalty for Playindgncorrectly Substituted Ball or PlayinBall from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rul®.6: GeneralPenaltyunder Rule5.3b orl4.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
9.7 Ball-Marker Lifted or Moved

This Rule covers what to do ibalkmarkerthat ismarkingthe spot of a lifted ball ifted
or moved before the ball ieeplaced

a. Ball or BalMarker Must Be Replaced

IfaLJt | &&HdEXrkeris lifted or moved in any way (including batural force3 before
the ball isreplaced the player muskeither:

1 Replacdhe ball onits original spot (which if not known must be estimafsdie
Rule 14.2)or

1 Place aall-markerto markthat originalspot.
b. Penalty for Lifting BalMarker or Causing It to Move

If the player or his or heropponentin match playf A ¥ (i & {HalBmailkirdr cGassesll &
to move,the player oropponentgetsone penalty stroke

Exception- Rule 9.4b and 9.5Exceptions Apply to Lifting BaMarker or Causing It to R

Move: In allcasesvhere the player obpponentgets no penalty for liftingt KS LJ | € SN a
or accidentallycausing it tamove there is also no penaltfor lifting or accidentally moving

U KS Libal-raaskBi a

Penalty for Playindncorrectly Substituted Ball or Playingall from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Rul®.7: GeneralPenalty under Rule5.3b orl4.7a.
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If multiple Rule breaches result fromsangle act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
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Rule 10 z Preparing for and Making a Stroke; Advice and Help; Caddies

Purpose Rule 10 covers how to prepare for and malstrake includingadvice and other
helpthe player may get from others (includingddies). The underlying principle is that golf
is a game of skill and personal challenge.

10.1 Making a Stroke

Purpose Rule 10.1 covers how to make a stroke and several acts that are prohibited in
doing so. A stroke is made by fairly strikaig ballwith the head of a club. The
fundamental challenge is to direct and control the movement of the entire club ly free
swingng the clubwithout anchoring it

a. Fairly Striking the Ball
In making astroke
1 The player must fairly strike at the ball witie head of the club such that there is
only momentary contact between the club and the ball'and must not push, scrape or
scoop the ball.

 IfthelLJt @ SND& Of dz6 | OOARSy Gl ff@& KAGa GKS ol f
onestrokeandthere is no pendy.

b. Anchoring the Club
In making astroke the player must not anchor the club, either:

1 Directly, by holding the club or a gripping hand against any part of the leadg gt
that the player may hold the club or a gripping hand against a hand or forearm), or

f LYRANBOGE&SY (GKNRdIzZZK dz&S 2F |y Gl yOK2NJ LJ2A
the body to/use a gripping hand as a stable point around which the other hand may
swing the club.

LT - 0KS L F@SNRa Of dz6X INALIIA YA KFEYR 2N F2NEBI
during thestroke without being held against the bogdiere is no breach of this Rule.

For the purposes of this Ruléfprearmé Y S| ya {h&&m halowiie el joint
and includes the wrist.

c. Making StrokéVhile Standing Across or on Line of Play
The player must not makesdrokefrom astancewith afoot deliberately placed on each
side of,or with either foot deliberately touching, thine of playor an extension of that line
behind the ball.
For this Rule only, thiine of playdoes not include a reasonable distance on either side.

Exceptiong TherelsNo Penaltylf Stance Is TakeAccidentally or to Avoid Another
tfFeSNRa .[AyS 2% ttl e

d. Playing Moving Ball
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A player must not make strokeat a moving ball
 Abalinplayh &8 aY2 @Ay 3¢ trgsK®gspat.i Aa y2a |
1 If a ballthat has come taest is wobbling (sometimes referred to as oscillating) but
stays on or returns to its original spotjsttreated as being at rest anslnot a
moving ball.
Butthere are threeexceptionswhere there is no penalty

Exception 1¢ Ball Begins to Mov®nly after Player Begins Backswing for Stroke
Making astrokeat a moving ball in this situation is covered by Rule 9.1b, not by this Rule.

Exception 2; Ball Falling Off TeeMaking astrokeat a ball falling off @&eeis covered by
Rule 6.208), not bythis Rule.

Exception 3; Ball Moving in WaterWhen a ball is moving temporary wateror in
water in apenalty area

1 The player may makesirokeat the moving balwithout penalty, or
1 The player mayake relief under Rulé6.1 or 17 and may lifthe moving ball

In either case, the player must not unreasonably delay play (see Rule 5.6a) to allow the
wind or water current to move the ball to a better place.

Penalty for Breach of Rul#0.1: GeneralPenalty.

In stroke playa strokemade in breach of this Ruteunts and the playegetstwo penalty
strokes

10.2 Advice and Other Help

Purpose A fundamental challenge for the player is deciding the strategy and tactibssfor
or hesplay. Se there are limits to tteelviceand otherhelpthe player may get during a
round.

a. Advice

During around, a player must not:
1 Giveadviceto anyone in the competitiomvho isplaying on thecourse
§ Ask anyone foadvic& 2 (i KSNJ { K tafdielorkK S LJ | @ SND a
T ¢2dz0K | y 2 Geguphentdfielrs iSfotdasion that would bedviceif given _
0e 2NJIalSR 2F UKS 20KSNJ LJX I @ SNJ 6 adzOK
see what club is being used).

This does not apply beforeraund, while play is stopped under Rule 5.Giabetween
roundsin a competition.
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SeeRules 22, 2a&nd 24 (in forms of play involvingartners a player may givadviceto his = |
or herpartneror theLJ: NI y S Namd ma asRiRgarBieror LJ- NIy SN&ra OF RRA S
advice.

b. Other Help

(1) PointingOut Line oPlayfor BallAnywhereExcepbn Putting GreenA player may have
his or herine of playpointed out by:

f Havinghis or hercaddieor y&@ 2 0 KSNJ LISNER2Y adl yikoRYy 2NJ C
playto show where it isbut that person must move awdayefore thestrokeis made.

1 Having an object (such as a bag or towel)downon the courseto show theline of
play, but the object must be removed before thstrokeis made.

(2) Pointing Out Line of Pldgr Ballon Putting GreenBefore thestrokeis madeonly the
player and his or hetaddieY | @ LJ2 A y 0 2 lizé of iy (St withi the$eS NI &
limitations:

1 The player ocaddiemay touchthe putting greenwith-a hand, foot or anything he
or she is holdingyut must notimprovethe conditions affectinghe strokein breach
of Rule 8.4, and

1 The player ocaddiemust not setan object down anywhere on or dffie putting
greento show theline of play This is not allowedven if that object is removed
before thestrokeis made.

While thestrokeis being made, theaddiemust not deliberately stanth a locationon or
Otz2as8 Gz Ilmeroffplay(e]icdaphn&lttemhngtheflagstlck) to help the player or do
anything else to point out théne of play

(3) No Setting DowrDbject to Help in Taking Stanéeplayer must not take atancefor the
strokeusing any object that was. set down by or for the player to help in lining up his or her
feet or body, such as a club set down on the grotmdghowthe line of play.

If the player-takes atancein breach of this Rule, he or she cannot avoid penaltydnking
away from thestanceand removing the object.

(4)Restriction on Caddie Standing Behind Playéren a player begins takingseancefor
the strokeand until thestrokeis made:

¢ KS LlcdddieBdsInat deliberately stanéh a locationon or close to an
extension of thdine of playbehind the ball for any reason.

1 If the player takes atancein breach of this Rule, he or she cannot avoid penalty by
backing away

Excepion ¢ Ball on Putting GreenWhen(i K S LJ | i®o8 thd&patting drekerf there is
no penaltyunder this Ruléf the player backs away frothe stanceand does not begin to
take thestanceagainuntil after thecaddiehas moved out of that location.

SeeRules 22, 2and 24 (in forms of play involvingartners. | Ljiarinér $htl e
LJ- NI y S Ninay take th& saiheSactionwith the same limitationspsi KS  LJ | @ SN &
caddiemay takeunder Rules 10.2b(2) and }4)
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(5) Physical Help and Protection from ElemeAtplayemust not make atroke

1 While getting physical help from his or headdieor any other person, or

1 With his or hercaddieor any other person or object deliberately positioned to give
protection from sunlight, rain, windr other elements.

Before thestrokeis made, such help or protection is allowedgceptas prohibited in Ruke
10.2b(3)and (4)

This Rule does not prohibit the player from taking his or her own actions to protect against
the elements while making stroke such as by wearing protective tiong or holding an
umbrella over his or her own head.

Penalty for Breach of Rul#0.2 GeneralPenalty.

10.3 Caddies

Purpose The player may haveeaddie(l 200 NNE G ST LX I @ SNDa Of dzo a
help during the round, but there are limits to what the cadsialloweditado. The player is
NBalLl2yaArof S T2 Nuriadis roOncRIR §eDaipertal@if the2cyddie

breaches the Res.

a. Caddie May Help Player During Round

(1) Player Allowed Only One Caddie at a Time

Aplayer may have aaddieto carry, transportand handle his or her clupgiveadviceand
help him or her in other ways allowed duringaund, but with these limitations:

1 The player must not have more than ocaddieat any one time.

1 The player may changaddiesduring around, but must not do so temporariljor
the sole purpose ofetting advicefrom the newcaddie

Whether or not the player has@ddie any other person whwalks or rides along with the

player or whocarriesother things for the playe(such as a raisuit, umbrella or food and

drink)A &y 2 0 Uc&dBieuhldfss he & Bl & named as suchrtB/p)Iayeror also

OF NNA S&a> GNIXyalLR2NIia 2N KFEyRtSa (0KS L) I &@SNRa

(2) Two or More Players May Share a Cad@éven there is a Rules issue involving a specific
action of a sharedaddieand it needs to be decided which player the action was taken for:

T IftheO R RaktiSrOnas taken at thepecificdirection of one of the players sharing
the caddie the action was taken for that player.

1 If none of those playerspecificallydirected that action, the action is treated as
taken for the player sharing écaddiewhose ball was involved.

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection__(the Committeemay adopt a Local Rule prohibiting
or requiring the use ofaddies2 NJ NBE & 4 NA OU0 Ay Zaddid. LJX | @ SNRa OK2AO0
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Penalty for Breach of Rul20.3a

1 The player gets thgeneral penaltyfor each hole during which he or sighelped
by morethan onecaddieat any one time

1 If the breach happens or continues between two holes, the player getgeheral
penalty for the next hole.

b. What a Caddie May Do
These are examples of whataddieis allowed and not allowed to do

(1) Actions Always Allowed\caddiemay always take these actions whalfiowed under
the Rules:

 Carrytransportt Yy R KI yRf S (KS LiequiprBeNtnéludiOf dzo & | y R
driving acart or pulling a trolley).

T {SFNOK FT2N RE&7.)LI e SNRa o) f f

1 Give informationadviceand other help before thstrokeis made(Rules 10.2a and
10.2h.

1 Smoothbunkersor take other actions to care for theurse(Rules 8.ZException 8.3
Exceptiorand12.2b@) and (3).

1 Reamove sand and loose soil and repaamage orthe putting green(Rule 13.t).
1 Remove or attendhe flagstick(Rule 132b).

f Marki KS &L} 2F (KS Idplac&H® Nadén theputfing grdery R £ A T
(Rules 14.1bException and 12b).

T /tSty GKS RUEHMESNDE ol ff
1. Removdoose impedimentand movable obstructionéRules 15.1 and 15.2
@ OldAaz2ya 'ff2SR hyft &.Acaddiekhaytake these Mdldns onlyzi K

2
whentheRulet t £ 29 UKS LI leSNJ 02 0F1S UKSY yR 2yt
(which must be givespecificallyeach time rather than given generally foraind):

T wSai2NB O2yRAGAZ2YyA GKIG 6SNB g2RiESYSR | Fi
8.1d).
f WhentheLJt | & S Enjiwhérdexcdptonthe puttinggreere f A T4 G KS LX | &

under a Rule requiring it to beplacedor after the player has decided to take relief
under a RuléRule 14.1h

(3) Actions Not AllowedAcaddieis not allowed taake theseactionsfor the player:

1 Concede a&troke hole orthe match to theopponentor agree with theopponenton
the match scoréRule 3.2
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f Deliberately stand on or close to an extension oflihe of playd SKA Y R G KS LJ | &
ball when the player begins takingstancefor the strokeand until thestrokeis
made (Rule 10.2b(4)) or take other actions prohibited by Rule 10.2b.

1 Replacea ball, unless theaddiehad lifted ormovedthe ball(Rule 142b).

1 Dropor placea ball in aelief area(Rule 14.3

91 Decide to take relief under a Rule (such as treating a ball as unplayable under Rule
19 or taking relief from amabnormal course conditioor penalty areaunder Rule
16.1 or 17); theaddiemay advise the phger to do so, but the player must decide.

Od t fI &SN wSa LIAGENA andBeacFE Rides | RRA S Q&

Aplayer is responsible fdris or herO | R RaktiSr@knth during-aroundandwhile playis
stopped under Rule 5.7#&ut not before or after aound

Ifthe O I R RaktiSrdr@achesa Rule or would breach a Rule if the action was taken by the
player, the player gets the penalty under that Rule:

When application of a Rule depends on whether the player is aware of certain facts, the
LX F @ SNR&a (y26f SRIAS A a istkadBn by lfsRr hiwaddid y Of dzRA Yy 3 ¢
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Rule 11 z Ball in Motion Accidentally Hits Person, Animal or Object ;
Deliberate Actions to Affect Ball in Motion

Purposewdzt S MM 02 GSNE ¢ Kallin mbtBnhiR 8 pefsdn, adika® LI | & S NI
equipment or anything else on the course. When this happens accidentally, there is no

penalty and the player normally must accept the result, whetleourableor not, and play

the ball from where it comes to refRule 11 also restricts a player from deliberately taking

actions to affect where any ball motion mightcome to rest

This Rule applies any time a halplayis in motion(whetherafter astrokeor otherwise,
exceptwhena ball has beedroppedin arelief areaand has not yet come to rest. That
situation is covered by Rule B4.

11.1 Ball in Motion Accidentally Hits Person or Outside /Influence

a. No Penalty toAny Player
LT | LY I &SNa ol Hitanylpgrsoly abiitside ifffluend OA RSy G I £ £ &
1 There is no penalty to any player.

1 This is trueeven if the ball hits the player, th@pponentor any other player or any of
their caddiesor equipment

Exceptiong Ball Played on Putting Greein StrokePlayL ¥ (G KS LJ I @ SNR& o f f
another ball at rest orthe putting greenand both balls were othe putting greenbefore
the stroke the playergets thegeneral penalty(two penalty strokes.

b. Ball Must Be Played as It Lies

LT + LX I &SNRa ol it anylpgrsoiy ébiitside ififludnc@tieibatl Swystibe f £ &
played as it liesxceptin two situations

Exception 1¢ When Ball Played from AnywherExceptPutting Green Comes to Rest on
Any Person, Animal or Moving Outside InfluencEhe player must not play the ball as it
lies. Instead, the player must take relief:

1 When Balls AnywhereExcepbn Putting GreenThe player musdrop the original
ball or another ball in thisrelief area(see Rule 14.3)

U Reference PoinThe estimated point right under where the bdlfst came to
rest on the personanimalor movingoutside influence

U Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Ramatclub-length, but with
these limits:

U Limits on Location dRelief Area

A Must be in thesamearea ofthe courseas the reference point, and

A Must not be nearer theholethan the reference point.
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1 When Ballson Putting GreenThe player musplace the original ball canother ball
on the estimated spot right under where the bhikt came to rest on the person,
animal or movingutside influenceusing the procedures faeplacinga ball under
Rules 14.2b(2) and 142e.

Exception 2 When Ball Played from Putting Green Accidentatjts Any Person, Animal
or Movable Obstruction (Including Another Ball in Motion) on Putting Grediestroke
does not countand theoriginal ball or anotheball must bereplacedon its original spot
(which if not known must be estimate(§ee Rule 14.2¢xceptin these twocases

1 Ballin Motion Hits Arther Ball at Rest or BaMarker on Putting GreerThestroke
countsand the ball must be played as it li€See Rule 11.1a for whether a penalty
applies instroke play.

1 Ballin Motion Accidentally Hits Flagstick or Person Attending Flag8hikis
covered by Rule 13022), not by this Rule.

Penalty for Playing Incorrectly Substituted Ball or Playing Ball froma Wrong Place in
Breach of Ruld.1.1:GeneralPenalty under Rule 6.3lor 14.:7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).

11.2 Ball in Motion Deliberately Deflected or Stopped by Person

a. When Rule 11.2 Applies

This Rule appliesnly when it isknown or virtually certaiti K I 4 I LJX F @ SNRa ol f f
deliberately deflected or stopped by a person, whigtvhen:

1 A person deliberateljouches the ball in motion, or

1 The ball in metion hits angquipmentor other object éxcepta ball-markeror
anotherball at restbefore the ballwas played or otherwiseent into motior) or
Fyeé LISNRARZY 0 adaide tHatia playkr Selinelfatel@pSdiidnad or left
in a particuladocationso that theequipment object or person might deflect or stop
the ball in motion.

Exceptiong Ball Deliberately Deflected or Stopped in Match Play When No Reasonable
Chance It Can Bdoled An2 LJLJ?2 Y &W/irinabéon that is deliberately deflected or
stopped at a time when there is no reasonable chance it camolbed,and when done
either as a concession ahen the ball needed to bkoledto tie the hole is covered by
Rule 3.2a(1dr 3.2b(1) not by this Rule.

C2NJ I L) I &8 SNDa bslnArkeilifted Beforé bsoReisimade If iefor sileNJ
reasonably believes the ball ball-markermight help or interfere with play, see Rule.25

b. When Penalty Applies to Rlayer

1 A player gets thgeneral penaltyif he or she deliberately deflects or stops any ball in
motion.

T ¢KAa Aad (UNMHzS SKSOKSNI AG A& (ofpbnemtdrdye SNR& 26
another player irstroke play
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Exceptiong Ball Moving inWater: There is no penalty if a playlts his or herball moving
in water intemporary wateror in apenalty areawhen takingrelief under Rule 16.ar 17
(see Rule 10d Exception

See Rules 22.@n Foursomesgeither partnermay act for thesideand action by thepartner

is treated as action of the playe3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside

and action by thgartnerO2 Y OS NJ/ A Yy 3 (U KeGuipinnts &eatddna actioh df f 2 NJ
the player)

c. Place fromWhere Deliberaely Deflected or Stopped Ball Muge Played
If it isknown or virtually certaithat | LJt ba} i iNdlignwas deliberately deflected or

stopped by a persofwhetheror notthe ball has been found)t must not be played as it
lies. Instead, th@layer must take relief:

(1) Stroke Made from AnywheiexceptPutting GreenThe player must take relief based on
the estimated spot where the ball would have come to rest if not deflected or stopped:

1 When Ball Would Have Come to R&sywhereon Coursé&xcepbn Putting Green
The player mustropthe original ball or aother ball in thisrelief area(see Rule
14.3)

U Reference PoinThe estimated spot where the ball would have come to rest.

U Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Rametclub-length, but with
these limits:

U Limits on Location dRelief Area

A Must be in thesamearea ofthe courseas the reference point, and
A Mustnot benearer theholethan the reference point.
1 When Ball Would Have Come to Rest on Putting Gidegplayer musiplace the

original ball or aother ball on the estimated spot where the ball would have come
to rest, using the procedures faeplacinga ball under Rukel4.2b(2)and 142e.

1 When Ball Would Have Come to Rest Out of Bourtus player mudiake stroke
and-distancerelief underRule B.2

(2) Stroke Made from Putting Greehhestrokedoes not countand theoriginal ball or
anotherball must bereplacedon its original spot (which if not known must be estimated)
(see Rule 14.2)

Penalty for Playing Incorrectly Substituted Ball or Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Ruld.1.2: GeneralPenalty under Rule 6.3b or 14.7a

If multiple Rule breache®sult from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).

11.3 Deliberately Moving Objects or Altering Conditions to Affect Ball in
Motion
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When a ball is in motion, player must not deliberatelyake any of these actiorts affect
wherethatdo | £ £ 60 g KSUKSNJ 0KS LJX I € SNIight2omgtoedt:t £ 2 NJ

1 Alter physical conditions by taking any of the actions listed in Rule 8.1a (such as
replacing a divot or pressing down a raised area of turf), or

i Lift or move:
U Aloose imgdiment(see Rule 15.1&xception 2), or
U Amovable obstructiorisee Rule 15.2a, Exception 2)

Exceptiong Moving FlagstickBall at Rest on Putting Greeand Other Player
Equipment This Rule does not prohibit a player from lifting or moving:

1 Aremovedflagstick
1 A ball at rest on th@utting green or

1 Anyother playerequipment(other thana ball at resanywhere except the
putting greenor a ball-markeranywhere on thecourseg.

Removinghe flagstickfrom the hole (including by attending ityvhile a ball is in motion is
covered by Rule 13.2, not by this Rule.

Penalty for Breach of Rule 11.@eneral Penalty
See Rules 22.@n Foursomeseither partner may act for thesideand action by theartner
is treated as action of the played3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside

and action by thepartnerO2 'y OS NI AY I U Ke§uipn¥nts &reatddnad actioh df £ 2 NJ
the player)
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V. Speciic Rules for Bunkers and Putting Greens (Rules 12-13)

Rule 12 z Bunkers

Purpose Rule 12 is apecific Rule for bunkers, which apecially prepared areas intended
uz usSau UKS LIXIIéeSNna oAtAue 02 LXILé& | ofFf¢tt
this challenge, there are some restions on touching the sand before the stroke is made
and on where relief may be taken for a ball in a bunker
12.1 When Ball Is in Bunker
A ballisin abunkerwhen any part of the ball:
1 Touches sanan the groundnside the edge of theéunker, or
1 Isinside the edge of theunkerand rests

U On ground where sand normally would be (such as where sand was blown or
washed away by wind or water), or

U In oron aloose impedimentmovable obstructionabnormal course conditioor
integral objectthat touches sand in thbunkeroris on ground where sand
normally would be.

If a ball lies orsoil orgrass or other growing or attached natural objects inside the edge of
the bunkerwithout touchinganysand the ballis not in thebunker

If part of the ball i9oth in abunkerand in anothemrea of the coursesee Rule 2.2c.
12.2 Playing Ball in Bunker

This Rule applies both during@ndand while play is stopped under Rule 5.7a.
a. Removing Loose Impediments and Movable Obstructions

Before playing a ball intaunker,a player may removéoose impedimentander Rule 15.1
andmovable obstructionander Rule 15.2.

This includes any reasonable touching or movement of the sand ibuhkerthat happens
while doing so.

b. Restrictions @ Touching Sand in Bunker

(1) When Touching Sand Results in Pen&gfore making atrokeat a ball in @unker, a
player must not:

1 Deliberately touch sand in theunkerwith a hand, club, rake or other object to test
the condition of the sand to learn informatidor the nextstroke or

9 Touch sand in thbunkerwith a club:
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U Inthe area right in front of orght behind the ball éxceptas allowed under Rule
7.1ain fairly searching for a ball under Rule 12.2a in removing@ose
impedimentor movable obstructio)

U In making gractice swing, or

U In making the backswing forstroke

(2) When Touching Sand Does Not Result in Pertatteptascovered by(1), this Rule does
not prohibitthe player from touching sand in tHeunkerin any other wayincluding

1 Digging in with the feet to take stancefor apractice swing or thestroke
1 Smoothing thebunkerto care for thecourse

1 Placing clubssquipmentor other objects in thdunker(whether bythrowing or
setting them down)

1 Measuringmarking lifting, replacingor taking other actions under a Rule,

1 Leaning on a cluto rest, stay balanced or prevent a fall, or

1 Striking thesand in frustration or anger.
Butthe player getshe general penaltyif his or her actions in touching the saimdprove
the conditions affectinghe strokein breach oRule 8.1a(See also Rules 8aad 8.3 for
limitations onimprovingor worseningother physical conditions to affect plgy.

(3)No Restrictions After BdiPlayed Out of BunkeAfter a ball in d&unkeris playedandit
is outsidethe bunker, the player may

1 Touch sand in théunkerwithout penaltyunder Rule 12.2b(1pnd
1 Smooth sand in theunkerto care for thecoursewithout penalty under Rul&.1a.
This is true even if the ball comes to rest outside lti@kerand:

9 The playeiis required or allowed by the Rulesttike stroke-and-distancerelief by
droppinga ball in thebunker, or

f The sandinthéunkerh & 2y { KnS of pliyfbrdh8 mekisirokefrom outside
the bunker

Butif the ball played from théunkercomesback into thebunker, or the player takes relief
by droppinga ball in thebunker, the restrictionsin Rules 12.2b(1) and 8.1aagain apply to
that ballin playin the bunket
Penalty for Breach of Rul#2.2 GeneralPenalty.

12.3 Specific Rules for Relief for Ball in Bunker
When a ball is in Bunker, specfic relief Rules may apply these situations:

1 Interference by ambnormal course conditiofiRule 161¢),
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1 Interference by a dangerowmnimalcondition(Rule 16.2 and

1 Unplayable bal{Rule 19.3.
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Rule 13 z Putting Greens

Purpose Rule 13 is apecific Rule for putting greer@utting geens are specially prepared
for playing the ball along the ground and there is a flagstick for the hole onpesithg
green, so certain different Rules apply than for other areas of the course

13.1 Actions Allowed or Required on Putting Greens

Purpose This Rule allows the player to do things on the putting green that are normally not
allowed off theputting green, suclasbeing allowedo mark, lift, clean and replace a ball

and to repair damage and remove sand and loose sadiheputting greef. There is no

penalty for accidentallgausinga ball or ballmarkerto moveon theputtinggreen

a. WhenBalllson Putting Green
A ballison the putting greenwhen any part othe ball:
1 Touchesthe putting green or

1 Liesonor inanything (such as #o0se impedimenbr anobstruction and is inside
the edge otfthe putting green

If part of the ball i9oth on the putting greenand in anotherarea of the coursesee Rule
2.2c.

b. Marking, Lifting and Cleaning Ball é&tutting Green
A ball on theputting greenmay.be lifted and cleane@ee Rule 14.1)

Thespot of theball mustbe markedbefore itis lifted and the ball mu$te replacedon its
original spof(see Rule 14.2)

c. Improvements Allowed on Putting Green

During aroundand while play is stopped under Rule 5.7@layer maytake these two
actionson the putting green no matterwhetherthe ballis on or off theputting green

(2) Removal of Sand and Loose .S&ihd and loose soil on theutting green(but not
anywhere elsen thecoursg may be removedvithout penalty.

(2) Repair of DamageA player may repair damage dhe putting greenwithout penaltyby
taking reasonable actions to restore tpatting greenas nearly as possible to its original
condition,but only:

91 By usinghis or her handfoot or other part of the bodyr a normal balimark repair
tool, tee, club or similar item of norma&quipment and

1 Without unreasonably delaying play (see Rule 5.6a).
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But if the playerimprovesthe putting greenby takingactions that exceed what is
reasonabldo restore theputting greento its original condition (such as by creating a
pathway to thehole), the playergets thegeneral penaltyfor breach of Rule 8&l

G 5 I Y I 3nh8 puBing greert means anydamagecaused by a person autside influence
such as

1 Ball marks, shoe damadsuch as spike markahd scrapes or indentations caused
by equipmentor aflagstick

1 Old holeplugs, turf plugs, seams of cut turf and scrapes or indentations from
maintenance tools or vehicles

1 Animaltracks or hooindentations, and
1 Embedded objectésuch asa stone acornor tee).

Butd RI YI 3 Sputinjgrée S R2Sa y 20 A yd toddRidhs thayrésultR Y I 3 S
from:

1 Normal practices for maintaining the overall condition of pheting green(such as
aeration holes and grooves frommeal mowing),

1 Irrigation orrain orother natural forces

1 Natural surface imperfections (suchwasedsor areas obare, diseased aineven
growth), or

1 Natural wear of théhole
d. When Ball or BalMarker Maves on Putting Green
There are two specific Rules for a balbafl-markerthat moveson the putting green.
(1) No Penalty for Accidentalfyausing Ball to Mov&here is no penalty the player,

opponentor.another player irstroke playaccidentallynovest K S LJ | € l&N&agkero | £ £ 2
onthe putting green

The player must:

1 Replacehe ball on its original spot (which if not known mi& estimated) (see
Rule 14.2), or

1 Place dall-markerto markthat original spot.

Exception¢ Ball Must Be Played as It Lies When Ball Begins to Move During Backswing or
Stroke and Strokds Made (see Rule 9.1b).

If the playeror opponentRSt A 6 SNJ G St & f AbalkmarkeioKtBe putiing @ SN A 0 |
green see Rule 9.4r Rule9.5 to find out if there is a penalty.

(2) When to Replace Ball Moved by Natural Fortfesatural forcesO | dza S LJ | @ SN &
the putting greento move where the player must play from next depends on whether the
ball had already been lifted arréplacedon its original spot:
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1 Ball Already Lifted and Replacddhe ball must beeplacedon its original spot
(which if not known must be estimate@§ee Rule 14.2kven though it wamoved
by natural forcesand not by the player, thepponentor anoutside influencésee
Rule 9.3, Exception).

91 Ball Not Already Lifted and Replac&te ball must be played from its new spot (see
Rule 9.3).

e. No DeliberateTestingof Greers

During aroundandwhile play is stopped under Rule 5,&aplayer must not deliberately
take either of these actions to tesite putting greenor awrong green

1 Rub the surface, or

1 Roll a ball
Exceptiong TestingGreensWhenbetween Two HolesBetween two holesa player may
rub the surface oroll a ball on theputting greenof the hole just completed and on any
practice green(see Rule Bb).

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection_ (the Committeemay,adopt a Local Rule prohibiting
a player from rolling a ball onghgutting greenof the hole just’completed.

f. Relief Must Be Taken from Wrong Green

(1) Meaning ofinterferenceby Wrong Greerinterference under this Rule exists when:

 Any part ofthe LIt | &&INdOches avrong greeror lies onor inanything(such as
aloose impedimenodr anobstructior) and isinside the edge ohwrong green or

f Awrong greerphysicalyA Y G SNF SNB & 6 A (0 K { K Stancdbrlar@esS ND & | |
of intendedswing.

(2) Relief Must Be TakerWhen there is interference byvarong greena player must not
play the ball as it lies.

Instead the playermusttake free relief bydroppingthe original ball or aother ballin this
relief area(see Rule 14.3)

1 Reference PoinfThenearest point of complete religi the general area

1 Size of Relief Area Measured from Reference Rametclub-length, but with these
limits:

9 Limits on Location dReliefArea

U Must be in thegeneral area
U Must not be nearer théolethan the reference point, and

U There must be complete relief from all interference by theng green

71



New Rulesof Golf for 2019

(3)No Relief Where Clearly Unreasonalileere is no relief under Rule 18iflinterference
exists only because the player chooses a club, tystaofceor swing or direction of play
that is clearly unreasonable under the circumstances.

SeeCommittee ProceduresSection_ (the Committeemay adopt a Locdkule denying
relief from awrong greernthat only interferes with the area of intendestance.

Penalty forPlayingincorrectly Substituted Ball oPlaying Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Ruld.3.1 GeneralPenalty under Rules.3b orl4.7a

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see .Rule 1.3c(4).

13.2 The Flagstick
Purpose¢ KA & wdz S O29SNE (KS Lighe SNIhaplaPdmay OS &
leave theflagstickin the hole or have it removed (which includes‘having‘semeone attend the
flagstick and remove it after the ball is played), but mustidecide befere making a stroke.
There is normally no penalty if a ball in motion hits the flagstick

This Rule applies @ball played fromanywhere on thecourse whether on or off the
putting green

a. Leaving Flagstick in Hole

(1) Player May Leave Flagstick in Hdalbe player may makestrokewith the flagstickleft
in the hole, sothat it is possible for the ball in motion.to hit tHkagstick

The player must decide this before making Hteoke by either:

1 Leaving thdlagstickwhere itis in thenoleor moving it so that it isentred in the
holeand leaving it there, or

1 Having a remove@lagstickput back in thehole
In either case

1 The player must not try to gain an advantage by deliberately movindlagstickto
a position other tharcentred in the hole.

1" If the player does so artie ball in motion thenhits the flagstick he or she gets the
general penalty

(2) No Penaltyif Ball Hits Flagstickeftin Hole If the player makes strokewith the
flagstickleft in theholeand the ball in motion then hits thiégagstick

{ There is no penaltyexceptas provided ir(1)), and
1 The ball must be played as it lies.

(3) Limitation on Player Moving or Removing Flagstick in Hole WhilésBalMotion After
makinga strokewith the flagstickleft in the hole
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1 The playeandhis or hercaddiemust not deliberately move or remove ttiagstick
to affect where theLJt I éb&8lINI@dtion might come to rest (such as to avoid
having the balhit the flagsticR. If this is donethe playergets thegeneral penalty

1 Butthere is no penaltyf the player has thélagstickin the holemoved or removed
for any other reason, such aghen he or she reasonably believbsit the ball in
motion will not hit theflagstickbefore coming to rest.

(4) Limitation on Other Players Moving or Removing Flagstick When Player Has Decided to

Leave lin Hole When the player has left thigagstickin the holeand has not authorized

anyone to attend thdlagstick(see Rule 13.2b(1)), another player must not deliberately

move or remove thdlagstickil 2  FTFSO0 ¢6KSNB GKS LJX FeSNna ol f

1 If another player or his or heraddiedoes so before oduringthe strokeand the
player makes thetroke g A 0K2dzi o0SAYy3I Lol NB 2F GKAAZ 2N
ball is in motion after thestroke that other playeigets thegeneral penalty

1 Butthere is no penaltyf the other player or his or heraddiemoves or removes the
flagstickfor any other rason, such as when he or she:

U Reasonablydievesi KI & f 6§ KS LI I @ SND& oflagsfick Ay Y2442
before coming to rest, or

U LA y24 FgkbNBE GKFG GKS LXIF&@SNJ A& |oz2dzi

See Rules 22.@n Foursomeseither partner may act for thesideand action by theartner

is treated as action of the playeg3.5b(in FourBall either partner may act for theside

and action by theartnerO2 y OSINY A y 3 (i Ke§uipimknks &reatdna aciioh df f 2 NJ
the player)

b. RemovingFlagstick from Hole
(1) Player May Have Flagstick Removed from Hohe player may makestérokewith the

flagstickremoved from thehole, so that his or her ball in motion will not hit thikagstickin
the hole

The player must decide this before making gteke by either:
1 Having thelagstickremoved from theholebefore playing the ball, or
1 Authorizing someone to attend thigagstick which means to removi by:

U First holding thdlagstickin, above or next to théolebefore and during the
stroketo show the player where thkholeis, and

U Then removing thélagstickafter the strokeis made.
The player is treated as having authorized tlagstickto be attended if:

f ¢ KS Llcdddiel NdRldg theflagstickin, above or next to théoleor is standing
right next to theholewhen thestrokeis made even ifthe player isnot aware the
caddieis doing so,

1 The player asks any other person to attend tlagstickand that person does sor
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1 The player sees any other person holding fliagstickin, above or next to théole
or standing right next to th&ole, and the player makes thstrokewithout asking
that person to move away or to leave tiflagstickin the hole.

(2) Whatto Dolf Ball Hits Flagstick or Person Attending Flaggtickk ¥ G KS LJ | @ SN A
motion hits aflagstickthat the player had decided to have removed under (1), or hits the

person who is attending thitagstick(or anything the person is holding), what happens

depends on whether this was accidental or deliberate:

1 Ball Accidentally HitSlagstick or Persdwho Removed dsAttending It If the )
LI e SNRa ol ft Ay VYiagstickdnfthe beGsMWRdyidvddbrf @ KA (0 &
is attending it (or anything the person is holdindpere is no_penaltynd the ball
must be played as it lies.

1 Ball Deliberately Deflected or Stopped by Person Attending Fladstivé person
who is attending thdlagstickdeliberately deflectsor& LJ&a u KS LJX I @ SNDa o
motion, Rule 11.2c applies:

U Where Balls Playedrom. The player must not play the ball as it lies and instead
must take relieunderRule 11.2c

U When Penalty Appliesf the person who deliberately deflected or stopped the
ball was a player or his or headdie that player gets thejeneral penaltyfor a
breach of Rule 11.2.

A

C2NJ LJdzN1L)z aSa 2F GKA& wdA ST GRSt AQGSNI G
wdz § MM®PHI Z YR AyOfdzRSa ¢gKSy GKS LI |
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Q¢ ¢

(0p])
O =+

™
o
o}

1 A removedlagstickthat was deliberately positioned or left in a particular place on
the ground so that imight deflect or stop the ball,

1 An attendedflagstickthat the person deliberateljailed to remove from thédnoleor
to move out ofthe way of the ball, or

1 The person who attended or removed tHagstick(or anything the person was
holding), when he or she deliberately failed to move out of the way of the ball.

Exceptiong Restrictions orDeliberatelyMoving Flagsticko Affect a Ball in Motion (see
Rule 11.3)

SeeRules22.2in Foursomeseither partner may act for thesideand action by theartner
is treated as action of the playe3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside
andaction by thepartnerO2 Yy OS Ny A y 3 (i Ke§uipin¥nks &reatdna aciioh df f 2 NJ
the player)
c. Ball Resting against Flagstick in Hole
LF F LX F&SNRa ol f flagsbklaft$ndhetioR: NS A G | I Ayad GKS

1 If any part of the ball is in thieolebelow the surface of theutting green the ball is
treated asholedeven if the entire balis not below the surface.

1 If no part of the ball is in theolebelow the surface of theutting green
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U The ball is noholedand must be played as it lies.

U If theflagstickis removed and the bathoves(whether it falls into thenoleor
moves away from théole), there is no penaltyand the ball must beeplacedon
the lip of thehole(see Rule 14.2).

Penalty for Playingincorrectly Substituted Ball oPlaying Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Ruld.3.2c GeneralPenalty under Rule6.3b orl4.7a.

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see.Rule 1.3c(4).

In stroke play the playeris disqualifiedif he or she fails ttole outas required ader Rule
3.3c.

13.3 Ball Overhanging Hole

a. Waiting Time ¢ Seelf Ball Overhanging Hole WFall into Hole
LF Fyeé LINIG 2F | LI e Gdea ol ff 20SNKFy3Ia (KS

1 The player is allowed a reasonable time to reachhbkeand tenmore seconds to
wait to see whether the ball will fall into thieole.

1 If the ball falls into theénolein thiswaitingtime, the player hasioled outwith the
previousstroke

1 If the ball does not fall into thlelein thiswaitingtime:
U The balistreated as beingt rest.

U If the ball then falls into théole before it is playedthe player hasioledout with
the previousstroke but getsone penalty strokeaddedto the score for the hole.

b. What to Dolf Ball Overhanging Holés Lifted or Moved Before Waiting TimelasEnded

If @ ball overhanging thioleis lifted ormovedbefore the waiting time under Rule 13.3a
has ended, the ball is treated as having come to rest:

9 The ball must beeplacedon the lip of thehole(see Rule 14.2and

1 The waiting time under Rule 13.3a no longer applies to the ball. (See Rule 9.3 for
what to do if thereplacedball is thenmovedby natural forces.)

If the opponentin match playor another player irstroke playdeliberately lifs or movesthe
LJ | & S marhanging thdhole before the waiting time has ended

f Inmatchplag G KS LI} | & S NXhaledwith the preficusstiokgfandli SR | &
there is no penalty to thepponentunder Rule 12b.

1 Instroke playthe player who lifted omovedthe ballgetsthe general penalty(two

penalty strokeg. The ball must beeplacedon its original spot (which if not known
must be estimated) (see Rule 14.2).

75






New Rulesof Golf for 2019

V. Lifting and Returning a Ball to Play (Rule 14)

Rule 14 zProcedures for Ball: Marking, Lifting and Cleaning ; Replacing
on Spot; Dropping in Relief Area ; Playing from Wrong Place

Purpose Rule 14 covers when and how the player mmayk the spot ofa ball at rest andift
andcleanthe ball and how to put a ball back into play so that the ball is played from the
right place.

U When a lifted or moved ball is to be replaced, sheneball must be,set down aits
original spot.

U  When taking free relief or penalty relief, a substitutediall or theyoriginal ball must
be dropped in a particular relief area.

A mistake in using these procedures may be corrected without penalty before the ball is
played, but the player gets a penaifyhe or sheplaysfthehall fromythe swrong place

14.1 Marking, Lifting and Cleaning Ball

¢CKAA wdzt S | LILI Aiffinge U 2F & IR0EINERET whiohSniliidés Picking
up the ball by handrotating itar otherwise deliberatelgausing it tanovefrom its spot.

a. Spot of Ball to Be Lifted and Replaced Must Be Marked

Before lifting a ball under Rulerequiring the ball to beeplacedon its original spot, the
player mustmarkthe spotwhich means to

1 Plae aball-markerright behind or right next to the ball, or
1 Hold a club‘on the groundghtbehind or right next to the ball.

If the spot isnarkedwith a ball-marker, afterreplacingthe ball the player must remove the
ball-markerbefore making atroke

If the player lifts the ball withoutnarkingits spot,marksits spot in a wrong wagr makes a
strokewith aball-markerleft in placethe playergetsone penalty stroke

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, seel RBold).

When a ball'is lifted to take relief under a Rulee player is not required tanarkthe spot
beforelifting the ball

b. Who May Lift Ball
¢tKS LXIFIeSNna oFff YlIe 6S ftAFGSR dzy RSNJ (1 KS
1 The playeror

1 Anyone the player authorizebut such authorization must be given each time
beforethe ballislifted rather than given generally for th®eund
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Exception¢ Caddie May Lift f I 8B&INaRRutting Green Without Authorizatianhen
the LJt | eb&lliddndhe putting green his orher caddiemay lift the ball without the
L e SNRa FFdzZiK2NRAIT | OA2Y D

If the caddielifts the ball without authorization when is anywhereexcepton the putting
green the playergetsone penalty stroke(see Rule 9.4)

c. Cleaning Lifted Ball
A ball lifted fromthe putting greenmay always be cleaned (see RL&1b).

A ball lifted from anywhere else may always be cleametkptwhen it is lifted:

1 To Sedf It Is Cut or Crackedleaning is not allowed (see Rule 4.2b(2)).
To Identify It Cleaning is allowed only as needed to identifgee Rul&.3).

1
1 Because It Interferes with Pla@leaning is not allowed (see Rule b%23).
1

ToSee It Liesin Condition Where Relitf Allowed Cleaning is not allowed, unless
the playerthen takes relief under a Rule (see Rule 16.4).

If the player cleans a lifted ball when not allowée, or shegetsone penalty stroke

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related actsReée1.3c(4).

See Rules 22.@n Foursomeseither partner may act for thesideand action by theartner
is treated as action of the played3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside

and action by thepartnerO2 'y OS NI AY I U Ke§uipn¥nts &reatddnad actioh df £ 2 NJ
the player)

14.2 Replacing Ball'on Spot

This-Rule applies whenever a ball is lifteadnmvedand a Rule requires it to beplacedon
aspot.

a. Original Ball Must Be Used
The originalball must be useavhenreplacinga ball
Exception¢ Another Ball May Be UsetlVhen:

9 The original ball cannot be recovered with reasonable eféortlin a few seconds, so
long as the player did not deliberately cauke ball to b&eomeunrecoverable

1 The original balls cut or cracked (see Rule 4)2
1 Pay resumes after a suspension of play (see Rule 5ord)

1 The original ball was played by another player agrang ball(see Rule 6.3c(2)).
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b. Who Must Replace Balhnd How It Must Be Replaced
(1) WhoMay Replace BalTheLJt | & S Nistbe réptadedunder the Rules only by:

1 The playeror

1 Any person whdifted the ballor caused it tanove(even ifthat person wasot
allowedto do sounder the Rules)

If the player plays a ball that wasplacedby someone not allowed to do sthe playergets
one penalty stroke

(2) How Ball Must Be Replacethe balmust bereplacedby setting it down orthe
requiredspot and letting it go so that it stays on that spot.

If the player plays a ball that wasplacedin a wrong way but on theequiredspot, the
player getone penalty stroke

c. SpotWhereBall Is Replaced

The ball must beeplacedon its original spotwhich if not known must be estimated),
exceptwhen the ball must beeplacedon a different spot undeRules 14.2d(2) and 142e.

If the ball was at rest on, under or against amynovable obstructiopintegral object
boundary objecbr growing or attached natural object

 ¢KS a&alLl2 {icludes its tektiGal lacatibntrelative to the ground.

1 This means that the ball. must Ibeplacedon its original spot onunder or against
suchobject.

If anyloose impediments/ere removed as a result dfie ball beindifted or moved or
before the ball waseplaced they do not need to be replaced.

For restrictions on removinigose impedimentbeforereplacinga lifted or movedball see
Rule 15.1a, Exception 1.

d. Where to Replace Ball When Original Lie Altered

If thelie of a lifted ormovedball that must beeplacedis altered, the player museplace
the ball in this way:

(1) Ball in Sandwhen the ball was in sand, whether ilbankeror anywhere else on the
course

1 Inreplacingthe ball on itsoriginalspot (which if not known must be estimate¢gee
Rule 14.2), the player must rereate the originalie as much as possible.

1 Inrecreating thelie, the player may leave a small part of the ball visible if the ball
had been covered by sand.

(2) Ball Anywherd=xcepin Sand When the ball was anywheexceptin sand, the player
mustreplacethe ball by placing it on the nearest spot withi@most similar to the original
liethat is:
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1 Within one clublengthfrom its original spot (which if ndnown must be estimated)
(see Rule 144,

1 Not nearer thehole and
1 Inthe samearea ofthe courseas that spot.

If the player knows that the origin&é was altered but does not know what thie was, the
player must estimate the origin&ke andreplacethe ball under (1) or (2).

Exceptiong For Lies Altered Whil®lay is Stoppe@nd Ball Has Been Liftedee Rule 5.7d
e. What to Do IfReplacedBall Does Not Stay o@riginal Spot

If the player tries toreplacea ball but it does not stay on itgiginalspot, the player must
try a second time.

If the ball again does not stay on that spot, the player nmeptacethe ball by placing it on
the nearest spotvhere the ball will stay at reshut with these limitsdepending on where
the original spot is located:

1 The spot must not be nearer thele

1 Original Spot in General AreBhe nearest spot must be in tigeneral area

1 Original Spot in Bunker or Penalty Aréae nearest spot must be either in the same
bunkeror in the sameenalty area

1 Original Spot on Putting Greenhe nearest spot must be either dre putting green
or in thegeneral area

Penalty for Playing'Incorrectly Substituted Ball or Playing Ball from a Wrong Place in
Breach of Ruld 4.2 GeneralPenaltyunder Rules.3b orl4.7a.

If multiple Rule breaches result from a single act or related acts, see Rule 1.3c(4).
See Rules 22.@n Foursomegeither partnermay act for thesideand action by thepartner
is treated as action of the playe3.5b(in FourBall, either partner may act for theside
and action by theartnerO2 Yy OSNY A y 3 { Ke§uipin¥nts &rethdna aciioh df f 2 NJ
the player)
14.3 Dropping Ball in Relief Area

This Rule applies whenever a player ndrstp a ball in taking relief under a Rulacluding
when the player must completakingrelief by placing a ballnder Rule 14.3@).

If the playerimprovesthe reliefareabefore or whendroppinga ball, sedrule 8.1.
a. Original Ball or Another Ball May Be Used
The player may use the original ball orogher ball.
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This means that the player may use any ball each time he adrsipsor places a ball under
this Rule.

b. Ball Must Be Dropped in Right Way
The player mustiropa ball in the right way, which means #tee of these things:

(1) Player Must Drop BalThe ball must bdroppedonly by the playerb SA G K SNJ G KS LJ |
caddienor anyone else may do so.

(2) Ball Must Be Droppe8traight Dowrfrom KneeHeight Without Touching Player or
Equipment The player must let go of the b&lbm a location at knee height so that the ball

1 Fallsstraight downwithout the playerthrowing, spinning or rolling or using any
other motion that might affectvhere the ball will come toe resand

f 528a y20 G2dz0K I yeé Léguiinenteforeit KtSthelgfolind SN & 0
GYYySS KSAIKGE YSIya (KS KSAIKG 2F GKS LI I &SN

(3)Ball Must Be Dropped in Relief Ard@ae ball must bdroppedin therelief area The
player may stand either inside or outside tfedief areawhendroppingthe ball.

If a ball idroppedin a wrong way in breach of one or more of theseee requirements

1 Theplayer mustdropa ballagain in the right way, and there is no limit to the
number of times the player muslto sa

1 A balldroppedin the wrong way does not count as one of the tdropsrequired
before a ball must be placed under Rule 14.3c(2).

If the player does notlrop agan and instead makessirokeat the ball from where it came
to rest after beingdroppedin a wrong way

1 If the ballwas played fronthe relief areg the player getsne penalty strokgbut
has not played from arong placeunder Rule 14.7a).

1 Butif the ballwas played fronoutside therelief areg or after it wasplaced when
required to bedropped(no matter whereit was played frory the player gets the
general penalty

c. Ball Dropped.irRight WayMust Come to Resin Relief Area
This Rule appliesnly when a balisdroppedin the right way under Rule 14.3b.

(1) Player Has Completed Taking Relief When Ball Dropped in Right Way Comes to Rest in
Relief AreaThe ballmust come to rest in theelief area

It does not matter whether the ball, after hitting the ground, touches any person,
equipmentor other outside influencéefore coming to rest:

1 If the ball comes to rest in theslief area the player has completed taking relief and
must play the ball ag lies.
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